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THE DEERFIELD-WINDSOR MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Deerfield-Windsor School exists to inspire in its students 
a passion for learning, 

a commitment to personal integrity, 
and a sense of social responsibility. 

 
 

This mission is executed in the following ways: 
 

• We provide a college preparatory education of unsurpassed quality by providing students with 
individual attention while sustaining a wide range of academic, athletic, and extracurricular 
activities. 

 

• We support an excellent, dedicated faculty and ensure that these stewards of Deerfield-Windsor’s 
mission are the ablest leaders and teachers. 

 

• We achieve both the power of unity and the stimulation of diversity by attracting students from 
among the most accomplished and promising young people from a variety of racial, national, 
religious, and economic backgrounds. 

 

• We affirm our strong belief in the value of a college preparatory education, by preparing our students 
for the most demanding universities and by equipping them to assume leadership in our society. 

 

• We foster the intellectual and moral development of our students in every area of the School’s 
program by stressing the fundamental values of integrity, honesty, self-discipline, community 
responsibility, compassion, love of knowledge, and respect for freedom and law. 

 

• We provide the quality facilities necessary to support the best efforts of teachers and students, as we 
seek to keep the promises of yesterday while fostering the dreams of tomorrow. 

 
 
 

 

Deerfield-Windsor School Alma Mater 
 

We will cling to Deerfield-Windsor, to memories gathered here. 
 

The friendships made will last the years and enrich our lives. 
 

Alma Mater, Alma Mater, you will always hold us close. 
 

Though the days divide us, we will still be one! 
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DEERFIELD-WINDSOR SCHOOL 

PHILOSOPHY 

 

 

Deerfield-Windsor is a co-educational, college preparatory day school for children in pre-kindergarten 
through grade twelve.  It is operated as an independent, non-profit organization by a Board of Trustees 
composed principally of Deerfield-Windsor parents. 
 
The student body of approximately 715 students is drawn from Dougherty and surrounding counties in the 
southwest Georgia area.  Enrollment also includes students from foreign countries.  Admission is granted to 
students without regard to race, color, national and ethnic origin who show average and above average 
ability in testing and in appropriate past educational achievement.  In selecting students, Deerfield-Windsor 
does give serious attention to evidence of good citizenship and commitment to education. 
 
Deerfield-Windsor provides a program of honor scholarships for nominated ninth or tenth graders who have 
never attended the school.  These scholarships are based on academic merit.  Tuition assistance is available 
to those who show potential, but are in need of assistance in meeting tuition obligations. 
 
All who do enroll at Deerfield-Windsor are assured of the opportunity to obtain quality education in a caring 
environment through the school’s college preparatory curricula.  The administration and faculty emphasize 
Judeo-Christian principles and associated moral and ethical values in the school’s curriculum, programs, and 
personal relationships. 
 
Deerfield-Windsor believes in the control of its student-teacher ratio to the degree that affords individual 
attention without sacrificing the total program.  The school sees the educational process as a triangle that 
links the child, the home, and the school.  It encourages parental involvement that is supportive of the 
school’s primary objective, which is to help its students become successful citizens who will contribute 
meaningfully to their respective communities.  In this endeavor the school solicits the cooperation of home 
and community and, in turn, serves those institutions by making its facilities available to them. 
 
The total program is directed toward the growth – intellectual, emotional, social, and cultural – of each 
student.  The school seeks to educate the whole child; a child equipped to find a meaningful place in society. 
 

Deerfield-Windsor’s environment: 

 

• cultivates communication within the school family by keeping open the lines among students, 
parents, faculty, staff, and trustees. 

• affords suitable facilities – library, cafeteria, multiplex, classrooms, teaching aids of high quality – 
that promote an atmosphere conducive to learning. Long-range planning insures continued 
excellence in the physical plant. 

• supports the right of each individual to hold and express religious conviction. 

• promotes a climate of love and concern that values each student, teacher, parent, and administrator. 

• maintains association with other college preparatory schools, affiliates with appropriate 
organizations and agencies, and takes advantage of conventions and workshops in which 
professional association is found. 

• promotes student growth by helping each student to develop his skills beyond the limit of curriculum 
offerings. 
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Deerfield-Windsor’s faculty:  
 

• is expected to accept and uphold the schools’ philosophy. 

• is expected to have proper credentials and are expected to participate in programs designed to effect 
improvement in their teaching performances. 

• is expected to regard themselves as a professional team that works to maintain balance in student 
growth towards excellence.  This balance should be similar to an equilateral triangle in which the 
equal sides – represented by the child, the home, and the school – are united to give strength to the 
whole. 

• is expected to respond enthusiastically to their responsibilities as teachers, counselors, and 
administrators and are expected to participate willingly in school functions. 

• is expected to earn respect by their competence, their high moral standards, their judicious use of 
authority, and their citizenship. 

• is expected to love their students and to be sensitive in dealing with their development. 
 
The Deerfield-Windsor student: 
 

• should have ample opportunity to participate in community activities that will help them to become a 
respectable citizen. 

• should have ample opportunity to develop a variety of interests by participating in school activities, 
athletics, and cultural programs. 

• should uphold their role in the triangle of the educational process by being committed to their 
development as a scholar. 

• should promote an atmosphere of congeniality by being friendly. 

• should respect the ideals of the school and should respect the personal and property rights of others. 

• should have high regard for authority and should understand the need for law in a civilized society. 

• should recognize the importance of a sound body, healthy competition, and good sportsmanship. 

• should develop good study habits. 
 
The Deerfield-Windsor parent: 
 

• is expected to be committed to education because he realizes the home is a primary source of support 
for the school’s philosophy, which sees the educational process as a triangle linking the child, the 
home, and the school. 

• is expected to use sound judgment in making decisions regarding his child’s study habits, his 
extracurricular activities, his dress and his behavior. 

• is expected to involve himself in school-wide activities. 

• is expected to keep himself informed regarding the school’s programs and activities. 
 
The curriculum at Deerfield-Windsor: 

 

• helps students learn organizational skills and good study habits, develop their ability to reason 
critically and research thoroughly, and to express themselves clearly and accurately. 

• recognizes and provides for individual differences in academic interests, whenever possible, within 
the framework of the school, as imposed by the limitations of time and ability. 

• evaluates student programs through tests, examinations, and national standardized tests. 

• challenges exceptional students by providing opportunities for independent study and individualized 
programs. 

• helps students understand and enjoy the privilege and responsibilities of living in a democratic 
society. 
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• develops the physical potential of every student. 

• develops an appreciation of aesthetic values. 

• prepares students academically for college and adult life. 

• is periodically reviewed, evaluated, and revised. 

• emphasizes Western heritage and the lesson of the past in the belief that therein lie the answers to the 
problems of the future. 

 
The Deerfield-Windsor experience: 
 

• fosters the intellectual, emotional, social, and cultural growth of each student by deepening his thirst 
for excellence and his love of learning. 

• develops student initiative, self-reliance, and self-discipline by allowing him the freedoms that help 
him learn to assume responsibilities. 

• strives to create a balance in the triangular give-and-take among the child, the school, and the 
community so that there are equal inputs of innovation and tradition. 

• endorses the attitude that sportsmanship is more than participation in team sports; it is the core of 
wholesome group relationships. 

• encourages every child to participate in the school’s organizations and its athletic programs. 

• adheres to the conviction that sound moral and spiritual values are the cornerstones of life. 
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 GENERAL SCHOOL POLICIES 

 

 

STUDENT ARRIVAL: 

Lower School faculty members arrive at school by 7:50 a.m.   Students should arrive on campus between 
7:50 and 8:15. 
 
SCHOOL DAY TIMES: 
 Preschool (K-4) 8:15 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
 Kindergarten (K-5) 8:15 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
 Grades 1-2 8:15 a.m. – 2:55 p.m. 
 Grades 3-5 8:15 a.m. – 3:10 p.m. 
 

• Tardy slips are issued to all students arriving after 8:20 a.m. 

• Half-day students arriving after 10:15 a.m. are counted absent. 

• Full-day students arriving after 11:30 a.m. are counted absent. 
 
SPEED LIMITS: 
As you enter and exit the campus, 15 MPH is the maximum speed. In loading and unloading zones, 5 MPH 
is required. 
 
MORNING DROP-OFF: 
Students should arrive buckled up with materials for the day in hand, ready for departure. The student must 
always exit the car next to a safety patrol student who will open and close the car door. Four lanes are 
available for morning drop-off. 
 
AFTERNOON PICK-UP: 

Teachers are responsible for loading all children in one of the four lanes. Each grade will be assigned a 
designated pick-up lane. 
K4 1:30 pick-up – no vehicle arrivals before 1:15 
K5 2:30 pick-up – no vehicle arrivals before 2:15 
1st – 2rd  2:55 pick-up – no vehicle arrivals before 2:40 
3rd – 5th  3:10 – NO VEHICLE ARRIVALS BEFORE 3:05 
 
 
SPECIAL CARPOOL NOTES: 

• Early arrivals for afternoon pick-up should park in a parking space until the appropriate time.  
Arriving too early hinders dismissal of other grades and causes much confusion.   

 

• DO NOT USE PHONES WHILE CARS ARE IN MOTION. Our children deserve your undivided 
attention as you operate your vehicle on campus. 

 

• PLEASE DO NOT WALK UP TO THE SCHOOL TO GET YOUR CHILD IN THE 
AFTERNOONS.  This slows the flow of traffic and hinders the process of loading cars. 

 

• We are very conscious of providing good supervision when your children are with us.  Consequently, 
we need clear procedures regarding afternoon pick-up.  Students will be sent to Extended Day Care 
if they are not picked up by 3:20 p.m.  A $10.00 minimum monthly fee is charged. 

 

• PLEASE OBSERVE SPEED LIMITS!  15 MPH AND 5 MPH 
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STUDENT ATTENDANCE 

 

Regular school attendance is a prerequisite for student achievement.  As poor attendance or persistent 
tardiness will adversely affect student progress, students are expected to attend school daily and to be on 

time.  To gain maximum benefit from the Deerfield-Windsor program, a student must not be absent from 
school except in the case of an emergency.  If a student misses more than 20 days in a semester (there are 

only 90 days per semester) then the student’s class work will be reviewed by the academic committee 

which consists of the lower school director and grade level teachers.  Children who are absent from 

school due to illness should not participate in extra-curricular activities that afternoon/evening. 

 
Absences due to personal illness, a death in the family, or a religious holiday are, of course, always 
excusable. Only in a case of an emergency will a student receive an excused absence on a day before or after 
a school holiday.  The school realizes that dental and medical appointments cannot always be made after 
school hours; however, parents are urged to make these appointments for after school hours whenever 
possible. If a student does have to miss school during the school day, the appointments should be made 
during a play period or lunch period. 
 
Prior to the appointment, the student must bring a note from home, signed by a parent, indicating the time 
and nature of the appointment. Notes must be turned in to the teacher by 8:15 a.m.  When checking out for an 
appointment, parents must sign students out in the office and sign them back in upon returning. Students are 
considered absent from school if they leave prior to 11:30 a.m. (10:15 a.m. for Pre-K) and do not return.  
Students arriving after those times will be marked absent for the day. 
 
Students absent from school may not attend extracurricular activities on the day of the absence without the 
approval of the school administration. Students not in attendance for at least one-half day (four class periods) 
will be counted absent for the day and are not eligible to participate in any extracurricular activities on that 
day. The School Administration will take extenuating circumstances into consideration in the interpretation 
of this rule. 
 
If your child is going to be absent from school, please let us know by calling the Lower School at 883-

3731 between 8:00 and 8:30 a.m.  Daily work and homework for students who miss school may be 

picked up each day after 3:00.  Work is placed on the homework cart at the entrance to Wing A.  The 
front doors are locked by 4:30. If contact by phone is not made, an explanation for the absence, written by 
the parent, must be given to the teacher on the first day the student returns to school. 
 
We prefer that you allow your child to be dismissed at the regular time.  However, we realize that there are 
occasions when you may need your child to leave school early.  If you need for your child to be dismissed 
early, please write a note to the teacher stating the time and the person’s name that will be picking up your 
child.  In order to provide for the safety and welfare of your child, we request that students be signed out 

in the office if they leave early and signed in if they arrive late or return to school from an 

appointment. 
 
Teachers often give homework instructions and assignments in the last minutes of the school day therefore, it 
is important that classes not be interrupted at this time.  Your cooperation in this regard would be greatly 
appreciated. 
 

Excessive absences from school can have a detrimental effect on the student’s academic progress; 
therefore, family trips and medical appointments should be planned during vacations or after school hours. 
The school asks parents to assist in this matter by not planning trips and other activities at times which 
conflict with the school’s academic program.  Excessive tardies also have a detrimental effect on a student’s 
progress and are disruptive to the classroom.  We ask that you take whatever steps are necessary to get 

your child to school on time each day. 
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Parents who make a request for a special absence, i.e. an educational family trip, or religious holidays, 
should contact the Lower School Director at least one week before the requested absence. 

 
A student who becomes too ill to remain at school will be sent to the office and the parents will be notified.  
Arrangements for getting assignments for the remainder of the day should be made by the student before 
leaving if possible.  Please keep your child home if there is fever.  We ask that you do so until the 

temperature is NORMAL FOR 24 HOURS (WITHOUT MEDICATION). If your child experiences 

diarrhea or nausea, they should be symptom-free for 24 hours before returning to school.  

 
Make-Up Policy – Our general rule of thumb is that students have the same number of days to complete 
written make-up work as the number of days they were absent.  Teachers may schedule make-up tests at their 
discretion, as long as 24 hour notice is given to the student.   
 

 
DEERFIELD-WINDSOR HONOR CODE 

 

I pledge on my honor as a Deerfield-Windsor student not to accept or give any help whatsoever  

in class or out of class in reference to the work required of me.   

I shall not lie, steal, cheat, forge another’s name or commit plagiarism in any form. 

 

 
STUDENT DISCIPLINE 

A quiet and orderly environment nurtures an atmosphere in the school which is conducive to learning.  We 
care for our children and want each one to develop into a responsible citizen.  Please encourage your child to 
be cooperative so that he/she and other members of his/her group will have the opportunity to learn in a 
pleasant and orderly environment.  Listed below are some of the expectations we have of our students: 
 
In the classroom, students will 

� be recognized before speaking 
� remain in their desks during instruction 
� work quietly with a group or by themselves, as the teacher requests 
� speak courteously to others 
� bring necessary materials to class and respect the property of others 
� assume individual responsibility for personal and school property 
� concentrate on class activities 
� stay in the room until permission is given to leave 
� refrain from chewing gum, eating candy or snacks, or drinking soft drinks at school. 

 
In the restroom, students will 

� practice safety and good hygiene  
� keep the restroom clean 
� be quiet and orderly. 

 
In the lunchroom, students will 

� enter and leave quietly 
� practice courtesy and good manners while eating 
� speak in low conversational tones 
� remain seated with good posture until dismissed 
� help keep the lunchroom clean and neat. 

 
During physical education, students will 
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� practice good sportsmanship 
� practice safety 
� remain in the area designated for the activity 
� follow the instructions of the teacher 
� participate in all activities unless excused by a physician or a note from home. 

 

During assembly, students will 

� walk to their places quietly and quickly with their teacher 
� listen attentively 
� show proper respect and appreciation for the persons providing the program 
� refrain from any talking during the program. 

 
CONSEQUENCES 

The school employs a range of disciplinary actions including verbal and written warnings, time out, in-
school suspension, suspension, and dismissal.  Students may be placed on Warned Status, which is a notice 
that any future offenses may lead to further disciplinary action up to and including dismissal. 
 

STUDENT OFFENSES 
The following are deemed serious enough that a student involved may be suspended, placed on Warned 
Status, or dismissed from Deerfield-Windsor School.  This is not intended to be an exhaustive list.  As with 
all disciplinary decisions, the Headmaster makes the final determination in consultation with the Lower 
School Director. 

• Behavior so consistently disruptive that it diminishes the educational experience of others 

• Bullying or harassment of any type, including through Social Media 

• Inappropriate use of personal technology devices 

• Creating a fire hazard or tampering with fire or other safety equipment 

• Insubordination or disrespectful behavior 

• Repeated violations of the Honor Code 

• Behavior which discredits Deerfield-Windsor School 

• Any behavior which puts other students, or the student him/herself, in danger 
 

 

HOMEWORK 

Meaningful and realistic homework usually will be assigned every day, except for the weekend, in some 
subject or subjects.  The purpose of homework is to provide necessary reinforcement of concepts and skills 
taught during the school day.  Enrichment assignments may be a portion of the required homework that is 
tailored to each individual child’s needs. 
 
Homework is also valuable as a vehicle for developing self-discipline and responsibility.  Taking the 
assignment home, completing the work and remembering to bring the work to school are all important 
processes in developing self-discipline and responsibility. 
  
Students should be encouraged to complete homework on their own.  We have found that our most 
successful students have a designated place at home for doing their homework and do not watch TV in the 
evenings until after they have completed their assignments. 
 

PROGRESS REPORTS/REPORT CARDS 
Student progress is reported to parents in several ways. Work in all subject areas is sent home regularly. 
Student scholastic performance, work habits, citizenship, and social development are evaluated and reported 
every nine weeks. Interim progress reports are issued 4 ½ weeks before each grading period ends.  Numerical 
grades for academic subjects will appear on the report cards for grades 3, 4, and 5. 
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 90-100 =  A 70-79 =  C 
 80-89 =  B Below 70 =  F 
 
 

PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES 
Since Deerfield-Windsor sees the educational process as a triangle linking the child, the home, and the 
school, good communication between the teachers and the parents is encouraged.  The teachers will schedule 
conferences after the first reporting period and again near the end of the school year.  Parents are encouraged 
to meet with their child’s teacher whenever they feel a need to do so.  If you feel a conference is necessary 
during the school year, this can be arranged by either sending a note to the teacher or by contacting the lower 
school office.  As our teachers want to have adequate time with you to discuss your child, we encourage 
scheduled conferences instead of impromptu meetings. 
 

ACHIEVEMENT TESTING AND RESULTS 

Students in grades 1-5 are given the CTP4 in the spring as well as the Otis-Lennon ability test for grades one, 
three, and five.  Test results are mailed with report cards at the end of the school year.   
 

PARENTS VISITING CAMPUS 
In an effort to minimize class distraction and to enhance the learning experience for our students, parents are 
not to go to classrooms unless scheduled to volunteer or scheduled for a conference.  Please check in at the 

office before going to any classroom.   
 

PERSONAL PROPERTY 
Please label everything your child brings or wears to school.  There are many lunch boxes, sweaters, jackets, 
etc., left during the school year that are unclaimed.  Labeling will help get misplaced items returned to the 
proper person.  Unclaimed items are given to charity. 
 

PARENT VOLUNTEERS AND ROOM MOTHERS 
We encourage our parents to sign up early in the year to work in our Volunteer Program.  Our volunteers 
have tutored individual children in reading and math, worked in the media center, relieved teachers at lunch 
on Fridays, planned special cultural activities, demonstrated crafts, and helped teachers with clerical duties.  
The services that volunteers have provided have enriched the educational program for our children.  Your 
time will be greatly appreciated. 
 
Room mothers are also an important part of our school program.  In addition to helping with classroom 
activities, the room mother will assist the teacher with planning and organizing parties and field trips.  We 
encourage you to participate. 
 
Our volunteer program is organized and supervised by the Parents Association.  If you are interested in 
participating, please call the school at 883-3731. 
 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 
Please follow these guidelines for celebrating birthdays: 
 

• Send birthday treats in the morning for the teacher to distribute later in the day. (Large 
cupcakes are difficult for the children to eat.)  Do not bring birthday treats to the cafeteria during 
lunch. 

• If sending invitations to school for distribution, be sure to include everyone. 

• Limousines may not transport children from the school for birthday parties. 
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LIBRARY/MEDIA CENTER 
A properly functioning library is the hub of learning activities in the school.  It is here that students are 
educated in the use and care of materials and equipment, encouraged to develop research skills, guided in 
book selection, and encouraged to read through storytelling and games.   
 
 Books: 

• Grades K5-5th have a regularly assigned period for book circulation.  K4-3rd grades have 
regularly assigned periods for story time. 

• All students are permitted to visit the media center individually during the school day for 
research, browsing, and circulation. 
 

Audiovisual Materials: 

• Students needing audiovisual materials for a special project may, with their teachers’ 
permission, check out the materials from the media center. Some restrictions apply for young 
children. 

Skills: 

• Library skills are taught individually, in small groups, or to a whole class. 
 

Responsibility: 

• Students are responsible for damaged or lost books.  Fees will be charged for damage to 
books according to the amount of damage and cost of the book.  Lost books should be paid 
for if they cannot be located after six weeks. 

 
 
 
 

SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM 

 
We encourage children to eat nutritious lunches at school.  A child may either buy a lunch from the cafeteria 
or bring a lunch from home.  A deposit into your MySchoolAccount.com account will be required in order 
for your student(s) to participate in the cafeteria. Pre-kindergarten students who stay in the Extended Day 
Program should use the same lunch procedure.  MySchoolAccount.com operates as a web portal to the 
student's lunch account where parents enjoy the convenience of prepaying for their child’s purchases and will 
be able to track student purchases online. Food Service Solutions, Inc. POSitiveID System is a specialized 
biometric technology that allows Deerfield-Windsor School to provide debit accounts for lunchroom 
purchases and increases the speed of food service to students.   

 
Flik Independent School Dining, a division of Compass Group, will manage our food service program. Flik 
serves over 135 independent schools and has over forty years of experience. MySchoolDining.com/DWS is 
Flik’s web portal customized for Deerfield-Windsor where you will find monthly menus and news. 
 

Regular Daily Meal price will be $4.90 at the Lower School. Ala carte items are priced individually. 

 

A child may choose to eat in the cafeteria on an occasional basis.  However, a deposit into your 
MySchoolAccount.com is required for all cafeteria purchases. 

 

If you have any questions about the MySchoolAccount.com , please contact Debbie Kromminga  

(229-435-1301, ext. 298) in the Business Office. 
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Students are expected to display proper manners in the cafeteria at all times. All lower school 
students have 25 minutes to eat lunch. With the first 10 minutes in silence, soft conversations are 
allowed the last 15 minutes. NO OTHER LUNCHES ARE ALLOWED.  (Examples:  deliveries from 

restaurants; lunches brought in from fast food restaurants.) 
 
On Fridays, parent volunteers sign up to provide “lunch relief” for the teachers.  We respectfully ask 

parents to refrain from bringing goodies for the students. 
 

 

EXTENDED DAY PROGRAM 

 
As a service to parents and children, Deerfield-Windsor School is pleased to provide an extended day for any 
children enrolled in the lower school who need to have care past the regular school dismissal time. In our 
Extended Day Program children can relax in a caring and anxiety-free environment under the supervision of 
teachers and staff who are educated and experienced in working with children in after-school programs. 
Lunch may be brought from home or purchased through the school lunch program. A snack is provided in 
the middle of the afternoon. 
 
The Extended Day Program regularly operates from school dismissal until 5:30 p.m. A late fee of $20.00 is 
charged for children picked up after 5:30 p.m.  The facilities of the regular pre-school classes are used as 
well as the cafeteria, multiplex and playground. The child-adult ratio will not exceed 18:1.  The cost of the 
program is $4.5 per hour, or any part thereof. Students picked up by or before 2:30 are dismissed from the 
Pre-K room. All others are dismissed from the multiplex or the playground.   

 

Parents must come inside to sign children out of extended day. 
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DRESS CODE 

Uniform Requirements – DWS Lower School 

 
The 2016-201 school year is a transition year for uniforms.  Students may wear uniforms from Sunshine 
Uniforms or Land’s End Uniforms. Beginning, August 2017, only Land’s End uniforms can be worn.  Our 
school code for Land’s End is 900172230. 
 

Girls – Grades K4-2 Girls – Grades 3-5 

Khaki shorts  Khaki shorts  

Khaki pants  Khaki pants  

Red or navy short sleeve polo  Red or navy short sleeve polo  

Red or navy long sleeve polo  Red or navy long sleeve polo  

Plaid skort  Plaid skort  

Plaid jumper  White blouse  

Peter Pan blouse  Navy sweater  

Navy sweater  White knee socks  

White tights  Plaid sash  

White knee socks  White Mock Turtleneck  

Navy leggings   

White Mock Turtleneck   

  

(Dress Uniforms are in bold letters.  They may also be worn for daily wear.) 

  

Special notes for Girls K4-2
nd

 grade 

• The  polo shirts should not be worn with the jumper.  No DWS logo is visible in that 

combination. 

• Leggings should completely cover the leg.  Short white socks may be worn over the 

leggings to complete the look. 

 

  

Special notes  for Girls 3
rd

 to 5
th grade  

• The sash may be worn around the neck as a tie if desired   

• Girls should tuck in the blouse when the dress uniform is worn for special occasions (like 

Grandparents’ Day). 
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 ****************************************************** 

 

Boys – Grades K4-2 Boys – Grades 3-5 

Khaki shorts  Khaki shorts  

Khaki pants  Khaki pants  

Red or navy short sleeve polo  Red or navy short sleeve polo  

Red or navy long sleeve polo  Red or navy long sleeve polo  

White Mock Turtleneck  White Mock Turtleneck  

White long sleeve oxford shirt  White long sleeve oxford shirt  

Brown leather belt  Brown leather belt  

 

Special note for all boys – If UnderArmour is worn under the uniform, it should be white, red, navy, or 

gray.  ROYAL BLUE SHOULD NOT BE WORN! 

 

Shoes 

Athletic shoes (sneakers) and socks should be predominantly neutral or school colors – white, navy 

(not royal blue), black, gray, beige, or red.  Shoes should not have yellow, orange, pink, purple, 

green, turquoise, light blue, or royal blue. 

If Sanuks are worn, they should be solid khaki only.  No zebra stripes or other decorations will be 

allowed. 

Dress shoes should be navy, black, or brown. 

Crocs may NOT be worn. Boots may NOT be worn by girls. 

Brown boots are acceptable under long pants for boys. 

  

****************************************************** 

 

Outerwear for All 

Navy fleece jacket (3510) 

Navy hooded jacket (3517) 
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Special notes –  

• The hooded DWS sweat shirt (pullover) that is sold by the Booster club may be worn on Spirit Days 

(Fridays). 

• On really cold days, children may wear heavy coats over their uniform outerwear.  However, 

NorthFace (and other) fleeces should not be substituted for the uniform fleece. 
 
Special fun days will be designated for some of the following items; but, on regular school days, DO NOT 

WEAR hats, flip flops, halter tops, tank tops, T-strap tops, midriff shirts, jerseys, P.E./soccer shorts, 
sweatsuits, hair dye, make-up, earrings (boys), or extreme styles.   
 
Hair should be of reasonable length (boys) and should be neat in appearance. 
 

 
SUGGESTIONS FOR SUCCESS 

 
Experienced educators have found that there are things that parents can do to influence the school 
achievement of their children.  The following suggestions are made in light of these findings: 

1. Provide a suitable time and place for homework and ensure that homework is completed. 

2. Listen to your child read and find time to read to your child. 

3. Review papers brought home from school 

4. Make sure your child arrives at school on time. 

5. Support the philosophy of the school and its mission. 

6. Follow and discuss news events on TV and also as reported in newspapers. 

7. Pay attention to your child’s nutritional needs. 

8. Ensure that your child gets sufficient sleep. 

9. Help your children learn to cope with emotions. 

10. Listen to your child, and learn to know him/her as a unique individual. 

11. Encourage your child to tell about activities, feelings, and concerns. 

12. Praise your child.  Let him/her know that you believe he/she can succeed. 

13. Acknowledge effort as well as success – small and big efforts, small and big successes. 

14. Discipline lovingly and consistently. 

15. Attend school activities with your child. 

16. Give your child responsibilities. 

17. Accept your child as he/she is. 

18. Help your child set realistic goals. 

19. Don’t compare your child with other children.   All children develop differently. 

20. Show selectivity in choosing TV programs. 
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21. Make sure your child is prepared will all necessary materials and supplies for the day:  books, 
homework, lunch or voucher checks, notes from home, etc.  Students are encouraged to be 
responsible and independent with necessary school needs and requirements.   

 
HEALTH SUGGESTIONS 

We all know that children learn best when they are well and happy.  We would like to offer some suggestions 
as to how parents can help prevent illness in their school-age children. 
 

1. Before entrance to school, the child should have a complete physical examination. 

2. See that your child has 9-11 hours sleep every night according to age level. 

3. Give your child three (3) good meals a day, including the foods necessary for good health.  Be sure 
your child eats a good breakfast with time to digest it before leaving home.  Upset stomach is one of 
the most frequent complaints from children. 

4. Send your child to school in a good frame of mind. 

5. Send your child appropriately dressed according to the weather and dress code. 

6. Teach your child how to use the restroom and to wash his/her hands afterwards. 

7. Keep your child home and consult your physician if he/she has any of the following symptoms 
which may indicate the onset of a communicable disease: 

 a.  a fever e.  swollen glands 

 b.  a runny nose f.  cough 

 c.  watering or discharging eyes g.  skin rash or spots  

 d.  sore throat h.  nausea, vomiting, diarrhea 
 
 
The following suggestions are made with regard to school health practices: 
 

• Please keep your child home if there is fever.  Often temperatures which are down when a child first 
awakens are rising again by the time he/she is half-way through the morning at school.  We ask that 

you keep a sick child at home until the fever is NORMAL FOR 24 HOURS (WITHOUT 

MEDICATION). 

 

• Let your child’s teacher know if any allergies have been identified. 
 

• Parents are requested to complete the Student Health Information form the first day of school.  
The information provided on this form is used to locate you in the event of an emergency.  Unless 
we are notified of job changes and given current home numbers, we may not be able to reach you. 
Keep us informed of changes. 

 

• Should your child become sick or injured at school, we will make every effort to contact you, your 
relatives, or friends.  If we are unable to do this, we will follow whatever directions you have 
provided for us or take reasonable action. 

 

• Students will be given Tylenol only upon written permission of parents.  (Parents are requested to 
complete a medication request/preference form the first day of school.) 
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• Please contact the office if you discover your child has a case of head lice.  This will allow us to 
discreetly treat the affected classroom.  We will keep this information confidential.  You must treat 
your child’s scalp with a pediculicide and comb out all nits.  Children may return to school after they 
have been treated and all nits are gone. 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Part II 

 

Curriculum 
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Curriculum – Pre-Kindergarten 

 
Language Arts:  The Pre-Kindergarten language arts program consists of reading, phonics, oral language, 
handwriting, creative writing, thinking and listening skills. These skills are introduced, taught, reinforced, 
and re-taught if necessary. 
 
Reading:  Pre-Kindergarten uses the Open Court reading program.  Open Court is a research-based 
curriculum grounded in a systemic, explicit instruction of Phonemic awareness, phonics, and work 
knowledge.  It also exposes students to comprehension, inquiry, writing and language arts skills and 
strategies.  The program creates a literature-rich environment that instills a passion for lifelong reading and a 
love of literature and the written word.    
 
Oral language:  The basic skills of oral language taught in Pre-Kindergarten are speaking clearly, 
pronouncing words correctly, speaking in sentences and developing vocabulary. 
 
Handwriting:  The Handwriting Without Tears program is introduced in Pre-Kindergarten. The basic 
writing skills are taught through active and tangible methods:  printing own name, forming letters correctly, 
working from left to right, making representational drawings, and demonstrating interest in using writing for 
a purpose.  Large motor activities are incorporated at this level and correct pencil grip technique is taught.  
 
Math:  The math program, My Math, develops understanding and insight of the patterns of mathematics 
through the use of concrete materials. Hands-on activities dominate the math program. 
 
Social Studies/Science:  Science and social studies are introduced through a series of units. 
 
Computer:  The Pre-Kindergarten students use computers to recognize and learn how to appropriately use 
technology in today’s environment. 
 
Personal and Social Development:  Attitudes and habits are developed as the students work and play 
together in an environment, which provides opportunities for mental and social growth. “Getting along and 
cooperating” are both taught and experienced as the student participates in daily activities and routines. 
 
Physical Development:  Gross motor skills are developed through the daily use of playground equipment, 
building with blocks, etc.  Fine motor skills – the necessary skills needed for writing are in the beginning 
stage; therefore, there is a great need for children to engage in many manipulative activities such as cutting, 
pasting, finger painting, small brush painting, finger plays, working puzzles, chalkboard activities, etc.  The 
child will begin to learn to button, tie, zip and snap. 
 
I.  Language Arts 

 

A.  Reading 
 
 1.    Foster children’s language skills 
 2.    Help children learn about books and print 

3.    Provide children with enjoyable experiences with good literature, informational stories, and 
poetry—and the beauty of written language 

 4.    Introduce the alphabet 
 5.    Help children hear and work with individual sounds in spoken language 
 6.     Provide basic introduction to how the sounds of language work together 
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7.  Offer children opportunities to use what they are learning about letters and sounds 
 8.     Help children learn about stories and how they work 

9.    Help children focus not only on the importance of learning but on the joy that learning 
brings 

 
B.  Listening 

 

 1.  Sits quietly and attentively when someone is speaking 
 2.  Recognizes words with common beginning and ending sounds 
 3.  Listens for rhyming sounds. 
 4.  Plays simple games involving sounds 
 5.  Follows music in games 
 6.  Follows clapped or beaten rhythm. 
 7.  Repeats details from a simple story  
 
C.  Language Development 

 
 1.  Speaks clearly 
 2.  Pronounces words correctly 
 3.  Speaks in sentences 
 4.  Is developing vocabulary 
 5.  Identifies objects/people by name 
 6.  Is able to express ideas 
 7.  Re-tells a story in sequence 
 
D.  Writing 

 
 1.  Prints own name 
 2.  Forms letters correctly 
 3.  Works from left to right 
 
E.  Creative Writing 

 
1. Children begin early stages of the writing process through journal writing. 

 
II.  Math  

 

A.  Pre-numbered concepts 

 

 1.  Explores groupings with manipulatives 
 2.  Classifies by shape, color, size, texture, and design 
 3.  Compares and orders objects by size, height, quantity, and spatial position 
 4.  Uses objects to form one-to-one correspondence 
 5.  Distinguishes spatial positions 
 
B.  Numbers 

 
 1.  Counts to 20 
 2.  Makes sets of objects 1-10 
 3.  Recognizes numbers 0-10 
 4.  Orders numerals 0-10 
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C.  Measurement 

 

 1.  Relates daily events to time on a clock and on a calendar 
 2.  Discusses days, weeks, months, and seasons of the year 
 
 
D.  Geometry 

 1.  Recognizes basic shapes (circle, square, triangle and rectangle) 
  
E.  Graphs and charts 
 1.  Interprets graphs of real objects 
 2.  Observes graphs with pictorial representation 

 
Resources: 

 My Math, McGraw Hill 
 
 

III.  Social Studies/Science (Unit Studies) 

 

1.  Animals 
2.  Plants 
3.  Seasonal changes and weather 
4.  Holidays 
5.  Transportation 
6.  Community helpers 
7.  Home and family 
 

IV.  Computer 

 

A.  Basic Skills 
 1.  Identifies basic computer hardware (system unit, monitor, keyboard, mouse, printer, CD, 

diskette) 
 2.  Uses mouse to interact with application software 
 3.  Knows the alphanumeric keys, spacebar, and enter keys 
 
B.  Learning Tool 

 
 1.  Math concepts and skills 
 2.  Pre-K attends computer lab on a scheduled basis 
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Curriculum – Kindergarten 

 

Our beginning readiness programs for our preschoolers (K4) and kindergarteners (K5) are carefully 
sequenced comprehensive programs. We design our activities to answer the needs of children who are 
entering a school program for the first time as well as for those who have had preschool experiences. 
 
A variety of materials and activities are used in group situations as well as on an individual basis in order to 
insure the learning of skills and concepts that help each child attain success. 
 
In K5 we use My Math, the Math Their Way Program, and the Distar Reading Program, a phonetic based 
reading readiness program, in conjunction with the Open Court Reading series.  Open Court Reading 
provides strong authorship, literature with a purpose and a variety of proven experiences for accommodating 
individual students’ needs.  The program emphasizes phonemic awareness, phonetic instruction and 
comprehension skills.  It also exposes students to a variety of different writing styles and genres.  Open Court 
Reading teaches children to read and write with skill and confidence.   Through these readiness programs and 
our planned activities in music, art, recess, science, social studies, math, and reading, the children’s skills in 
listening comprehension, following oral directions, auditory and visual discrimination, oral language, 
sequencing, categorizing, decoding, literary, and fine motor skills that require eye-hand coordination are 
developed.  
 
 

I.  Language Arts, skills: 

 
 1.  Handwriting Without Tears 
 2.  Lower and upper-case letters 
 3.  Color and color words 
 4.  Opposites 
 5.  Rhyming 
 6.  Initial and final sounds 
 7.  Vowel sounds 
 8.  Blends 
 9.  Decoding of words 
 10.  Basic sight words 
 11.  Listening and reading comprehension 
 12.  Sequencing 
 13.  Identifying Parts of Speech 
 
II  Creative Writing 

 

 1.  Children begin early stages of the writing process through weekly journal writings. 
 
III.  Math 

 

 1.  Sorting 
 2.  Patterning 
 3.  One to one correspondence 
 4.  Introduction of numbers up to 100 
 5.  Geometric shapes 
 6.    Ordinal numbers 
 7.    Telling time 
 8.    Fractions 
 9.    Money -  value and recognition 
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 10.  Number words – 0-10 
 11.  Addition 
 12.  Subtraction 
 13.  Inequalities – more/less 
 14.  Graphing 
 15.  Measurement 
 16.  Daily calendar skills 
  a.  days of the week 
  b.  months of the year 
  c.  counting by 2’s, 5’s, and 10’s 
  d.  place value 

 
 IV.  Science/Social Studies 

 

Science and social studies topics are taught through various units of study lasting 2 to 3 weeks. Enrichment 
activities include – music, art, field trips, cooking activities, experiments and resource speakers. Some of 
these topics include: 
 

 1.  Community Helpers 
 2.  The Body, Food and Nutrition 
 3.  Holidays 
 4.  Native Americans 
 5.  Space 
 6.  Dinosaurs 
 7.  Children Around the World 
 8.  Character Education: 
  Topics such as caring, honesty, respect, obedience, love and sharing are  
  addressed through story time and class discussions. 

 
 V.  Computer 

 

A.  Basic Skills 

 
 1.  Identify basic computer hardware 
 2.  Learn beginning keyboarding skills 
 3.  Use mouse to interact with application software 
 
B.  Learning Tool 

 

 1.  Math Concepts and Skills 
 2.  Kindergarteners attend computer lab classes on a scheduled basis. 
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Curriculum – First Grade 

 
Language Arts:  At the first grade level, the language arts program encompasses reading, phonics, English, 
spelling, creative writing, thinking and listening skills.  This is a continuous overlapping process as skills are 
constantly being introduced, taught, reinforced, and re-taught if necessary.  Phonics is heavily stressed along 
with basic sight words.  Comprehension is carried over to all content areas in this program. 
 
Reading:  The goal of Open Court Reading is to efficiently and effectively teach children to decode and 
comprehend so that they can read a diversity of literature types.  Each unit throughout the program explores a 
comprehensive theme.  Students do more than just read literature.  They also ask questions, discuss, research, 
write about, and think about the concepts and ideas centered around the themes they read.   
 
English:  The basic skills of English taught in first grade are capitalization, punctuation, and simple 
sentences.  These skills are reinforced daily throughout the language arts program. 
 
Spelling:  The spelling program is based on a solid phonics and structural analysis approach.  The Dolch 
Basic Sight Words and word families are incorporated along with the text. 
 
Math:  The My Math by McGraw Hill program provides a transition from the concrete to the abstract 
allowing each child to develop to his fullest potential.  Students are introduced to problem solving which 
develops their ability to apply mathematical concepts to everyday living.  Basic addition and subtraction 
skills are taught with mastery through 10. 
 
Social Studies:  The social studies program provides a comprehensive interdisciplinary study of geography, 
history, government, and citizenship, economics, and sociology and cultures. Map and globe skills are 
introduced along with daily mini-geography lessons. 
 
Science:  The areas of study include:  the body, the senses, nutrition, dinosaurs, the solar system, matter, 
simple machines, magnets, weather, plants, and rocks.  Along with the text, the program is supplemented 
with daily science mini-lessons and hands-on activities. 
 
Handwriting:  The Handwriting Without Tears program is used in the first grade.   
 
Computer:  At Deerfield-Windsor Lower School learning to use technology is integrated into all classrooms 
and the curriculum in all grades.  Because technology is integrated into the curriculum, the Learning Lab 
serves as an equipment and software resource not available in every classroom.  The curriculum outline is 
not limited to the Learning Lab.  Skills learned and enhanced through the Learning Lab are applicable across 
all areas of the curriculum. The computer is a tool.  The focus at Deerfield-Windsor Lower School is for our 
students to recognize and learn how to appropriately use this tool in today’s environment.  
 
I.  Language Arts 

 

 A.  Open Court Components 

  1.  Introducing Sounds and Spellings 
  2.  Sound-by-Sound Blending 
  3.  Blending Sentences 
     4.  Whole-Word Blending 
       5.  Reading Decodable Books 
  6.  Dictation:  Sounds-in-Sequence 
  7.  Dictation:  Whole-Word Dictation 
  8.  Spelling:  Word Building 
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  9.  Dictation:  Sentences 
    10. Selection Vocabulary 
  11. Reading the Selection 
  12. Handing-Off 
 

B.  Decoding and Phonics Skills 
1. Review initial and final consonants 
2. Initial and final consonants clusters 
3. Initial and final consonant digraphs 
4. Medial consonants 
5. Rhyming words 
6. Short vowels 
7. Long vowels 
8. Vowel diphthongs (ou, ow, aw, eu) 
9. Vowel digraphs (oo, OO) 
10. Vowel patterns (ild, ind, old, igh) 
11. R-controlled vowels (ar, or, er, ie, ur) 
12. Inflectional endings 
13. Plurals 
14. Possessives 
15. Contractions 
16. Compound words 
17. Syllabication 
18. Base words and affixes 
 

Resources: 
 Phonics Level A.  Pearson 
 Phonics practice readers, Modern Curriculum Press 
 Frank Schaffer Blackline Masters 
 
C.  Comprehension and Vocabulary Skills: 

 
1. Facts and Inferences 

2. Vocabulary 

3. Main Idea 

4. Pronouns 

5. Sequence 

6. Contest Clues 

7. Classifying 

8. Drawing Conclusions 

9. Recalling Facts 

10. Following Directions 

11. Comparing Word Meanings 

12. Perceiving relationships 

13. Table of Contents 

14. Making Judgments 

15. Sequence of Events 

16. Suffix – er 
17. Sequence of Time 

18. Punctuation 

19. Noting Details 

20. Sentence Meaning 
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21. When and Where Phrases 

22. Antonyms 

23. Synonyms 

24. Homophones 

25. Multiple Meanings 

 
Resources: 
 Reading Comprehension, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 
 Frank Schaffer blackline masters 
 Learning Little Words – Book 1 – Remedia Publications 

Learning Little Words – Book 2 – Remedia Publications 
 The Accelerated Reader Program 

 

 D.  English 

  1.  Oral Language 
  a.  Listening Skills 
  b.  Speaking Skills 
  2.  Capitalization 
  3.  Punctuation 
  4.  Sentence Structure 
  5.  Parts of Speech 
   a.  Nouns 
   b.  Verbs 
   c.  Adjectives 
  6.  Dictionary Skills 
  7.  Letter Writing 
  8.  Parts of a book 
 
Resources: 
  Daily Oral Language, McDougal-Littell 
  Language Arts Today, Grade 1 – (Blackline Masters), Macmillan-McGraw Hill 
 
 E.  Spelling 

 

  1.  Beginning and ending consonant sounds 
  2.  Sound and letter review (A-Z) 
  3.  Short and long vowel sounds 
  4.  Dipthongs (au, ow) 
  5.  Blends (r, l, and s) 
  6.  Y as a vowel 
  7.  Consonant digraphs (th, sh, ch, and wh) 
  8.  Suffixes (ed, ing) 
  9.  Alphabetical order 
  10.  Proofreading and writing 
  11. Vocabulary 
  12.  Rhyming words 
  13.  Sight words 
  14.  Word families 
  15.  Dictation sentences 
 
Resources: 
  Spelling Workout – Book A, Modern Curriculum Press 
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  Dolch Sight Word List (PP-First Level) 
 F.  Thinking Skills: 

 
  1.  Literal Comprehension 
  2.  Interpretive thinking 
  3.  Critical thinking 
  4.  Creative thinking 
  5.  Analogies 
 
Resources: 
  Learning to Think Series, The Gold Book, SRA 
  Daily Analogies, McDougal-Littell 
 
 G.  Creative Writing: 

 
1. Creativity is encouraged over accuracy 
2. Daily/Weekly Journal writing provides opportunities for students to express themselves 

creatively and to apply learned writing skills without restrictions. 
3. During the last nine weeks, the students are introduced to the 5-step writing process.  Stories are 

written using this process, with teacher assistance. 
 

II.  Math 

 

 A.  Data and Numbers 

 
 B.  Addition and Subtraction Concepts and Facts to 10 

 
 C.  Addition and Subtraction Facts to 12 and Graphs 
 
 D.  Place Value and Money 

 

E.  Addition and Subtraction Facts to 18 and Time 

 

 F.  Measurement and Geometry 

 
 G.  Fractions, Probability, and Operations 

 
Resources:  
 My Math, McGraw-Hill 
 Simple Solutions 
 
III.  Science 

 A.  The Body 

 

 B.  Life Long Ago 

 

 C.  The Solar System 

 

 D.  Matter 
 1.  Simple Machines 
 2.  Magnets 
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 E.  Plants 

 

 F.  Rocks/Geology 
 
Resources: 
 Science, Merrill 
 Daily Science Workout, McDougal-Littell 
 
 

IV.  Social Studies 
The social studies program provides a comprehensive interdisciplinary study of geography, history, 
government and citizenship, economics, and sociology and cultures.  Map and globe skills are introduced 
along with daily mini-geography lessons. 
 
 A.  Myself, My Family 

 

 B.  Home 

 

 C.  School 

 

 D.  Our Needs 

 

 E.  Our Country 

 

 F.  Learning About Maps 

 

Resources: 
 Families and Friends,  Macmillan Publishing Co. 
 Daily Geography, McDougal-Littell 
 
V.  Computer 

 

 A.  Basic Skills 
1. Review basic computer hardware (system unit, monitor, keyboard, mouse, printer, CD, diskette) 
2. Recognize and use the alphanumeric and special keys (function keys, escape key, space bar, 

delete/backspace, return/enter) 
3. Develop mouse techniques 
4. Review handling diskettes and other computer equipment with care. 

 5. Open and save files in designated folders 
 
B.  Learning Tool 

 1. Math Concepts and Skills 
 
C.  Communication Tool 
 1. Write words, phrases and simple stories and add clip art to their writings 
 2.  Use Microsoft Paint to create pictures 
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Curriculum:  Second Grade 

 

Reading:  In the 2nd grade, the SRA Open Court Reading Series, a literature-based program, is used to teach 
comprehension and enjoyment of reading.  Word skills are taught through a phonetic approach.  Oral reading 
is stressed.  The accelerated Reader Program is used.  This is a self-paced, computerized reading 
management program used to improve reading comprehension.   
 
English:  Language skills are taught through the writing of sentences and paragraphs.  Parts of speech and 
mechanics are emphasized through a daily oral language program as well as a basal text.  Creative writing 
and poetry are included. 
 
Spelling:  The phonetic and structural analysis approach to spelling is continued.  The Dolch basic sight 
words are incorporated weekly.  Dictionary skills are introduced at this level. 
 
Math:  The use of concrete manipulatives is encouraged as second graders delve into the areas of problem 
solving and mastering math facts one through eighteen.    Addition and subtraction with regrouping are 
introduced.  Students study  basic geometry, fractions, measurement, word problems, time, money, and 
graphing.  Multiplication is introduced in the spring. 
 
Social Studies:  The social studies curriculum is an interdisciplinary study of geography, history, 
government and citizenship, economics, sociology, and cultures.  Map and globe skills are stressed. 
 
Science:  Students participate through hands-on experiments in the areas of weather, our environment, 
sound, matter, plants, animals, land and water, health and safety, and the solar system.  These skills are 
reinforced with a daily science mini-lesson program.  The development of reasoning skills is emphasized. 
 
Handwriting:  Proper pencil grip, correct letter formation, and neatness are reinforced.  This prepares the 
students for the introduction of cursive handwriting in second grade. 
 
Computer:  At Deerfield-Windsor Lower School learning to use technology is integrated into all classrooms 
and the curriculum in all grades.  Because technology is integrated into the curriculum, the Learning Lab 
serves as an equipment and software resource not available in every classroom.  The students use the 
Learning Lab to reinforce math skills through the CCC program.  They learn basic work processing skills 
through the use of the Microsoft Word program for creative writing.  Keyboarding skills are introduced 
through the Type to Learn 3 program.  Science and Social Studies concepts are reinforced through supervised 
internet activities. 
 
I.  Language Arts: 

 

 A.  English 
1. Listening and speaking 
2. The sentence 

a. subjects and predicates 
b. telling and asking 

3. Literature and writing (Autobiography) 
4. Nouns 

a. common and proper 
b. plurals 

5. Literature and Writing (Poetry) 
6. Verbs 

a. tenses 
b. contractions 
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7. Literature and Writing (Paragraph Structure) 
8. Adjectives 
9. Literature and Writing (writing descriptions) 
10. Mechanics 

a. capitalization 
b. punctuation 

11. Literature and Writing (letters) 
 

Resources: 
 English, Houghton Mifflin 
 Daily Oral Language, McDougal-Littell 
 Language Exercices, Steck-Vaughn 
 
 B.  Phonics 

1. Review alphabet 
2. Consonants 
3. Short Vowels 
4. Long Vowels 
5. Consonant blends 
6. Consonant digraphs 
7. Vowels with “r” 
8. Dipthongs and vowel combinations 
9. Consonant – vowel patterns and syllables 
10. Inflectional endings, suffixes and syllables 
11. Prefixes and syllables 
12. Contractions 
13. Synonyms, antonyms, and homonyms 
14. Review 
 

Resource: 
 Phonics, Level B Pearson 
 
 C.  Reading Comprehension 

1. Fact and opinion 
2. Noting detail 
3. Vocabulary 
4. Multiple meanings of words 
5. Using context clues 
6. Main idea  
7. Sequencing  
8. Following directions 
9. Understanding paragraph form 
10. Picture comprehension 
11. Predicting outcome 
12. Time and order words 
13. Dialogue and quotation marks  
14. Table of contents 
15. Judgments and Inferences  
16. Classifying and Categorizing 
17. Comparing and Contrasting 
18. Summarizing 
19. Cause and Effect 
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Resource: 
 Open Court Reading, McGraw-Hill 
 Reading Comprehension, HMH 
  
  
 
 D.  Literary Elements 

1. Mood  
2. Figurative Language 
3. Rhyme/Rhythm 
4. Characterization 
5. Setting 
6. Plot 
7. Dialogue 
8. Suspense and Surprise 
9. Point of View 
10. Repetition 
11. Captions and Headings 
12. Author’s Purpose 
13. Style 
14. Narrator 
15. Biography 
16. Problem and Solution 
17. Historical Fiction 

 
Resource: 
 Open Court Reading, McGraw-Hill 
 
 E.  Spelling 

 
1. Introduction of alphabet – Dolch words:  carry, how 
2. A spelling of consonants – Dolch words: don’t, cold, goes 
3. A spelling of i and a – Dolch words:  ate, little, trick, after, if 
4. A spelling of /o/ and u – Dolch words:  thought, body, cannot, up, off 
5. A spelling of e – Dolch words:  no, off, old, open, better, second, get, ten, them 
6. A spelling of short vowel sounds and consonants – Review 
7. A spelling of a  - Dolch words:  make, wait, favorite, their, take 
8. Spellings of i – Dolch words:  five, ride, tried 
9. A spelling of o – Dolch words:  write, your, there, here, their, going, hold, cone, open, grow 
10. A spelling of e – Dolch words: me, the, before, see, three 
11. Spellings of long vowel sound of u – Dolch words: your, blue, and, best, are 
12. Review 
13. Spellings of consonant blends l or r – Dolch words:  play, pretty, drink, bring, try 
14. A spelling of consonant blends with s – Dolch words:  stop, small, fast, gave, made 
15. A spelling of y as a vowel – Dolch words:  funny, fly, every, any, in 
16. Y as a vowel – Dolch words:  very, try, penny, fairy, is 
17. Contractions – Dolch words:  won’t, wasn’t, he’ll, we’ll, she’ll 
18. Y as a vowel  
19. Spelling of ar and or – Dolch words:  horn, morning, as long, has 
20. Vowels followed by r – Dolch words:  work, hurt, never, under, teacher 
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21. A spelling of suffixes ing, ed, s, and es – Dolch words:  yellow, jump, into, like 
22. Adding suffixes ing, ed, er, and est – Dolch words: show, myself, seven, laugh, about 
23. Spellings of suffixes ing, ed, s, or es, er and est – Dolch words: would, upon, green, wish, pull 
24. Spellings of or, ar, or us – Review unit 
25. Spelling of vowel pairs – Dolch words:  buy, again, may, please, keep 
26. Spelling of oo – Dolch words:  came, eat, brown, full, our 
27. Spellings of oe, or ou – Dolch words:  out, found, round, am, this 
28. A spelling of sh and th – Dolch words:  she, shall, show, could, live 
29. A spelling of ch or wh – Dolch words:  which, difference, white, tomorrow, after 
30. Spellings of double oo sounds, oi, ou sounds – Review unit 
31. Spellings of le ending – Dolch words:  want, yes, went, that , an 
32. Spelling of words with c or ck – Dolch words:  black, once, pick, been, does 
33. Spelling of o sound – Dolch words: on, of, salt, us, off 
34. Adding un or re prefixes – Dolch words:  this, knew, was, new, well 
35. Review 
36. Preview of le endings, c or ck – Review 

 
Resources:  
 Spelling Workout, Book B, Modern Curriculum Press 
 Dolch Sight Word List 
 
II. Math 

 

 A.  Numbers and Addition and Subtraction Facts 

 B.  Place Value and Money 

 C.  Time, Graphs, and Regrouping 

 D.  Add and Subtract 2-digit Numbers 

 E.  Measurement and Geometry 

 F.  Understanding Greater Numbers 

 G.  Fractions, Probability, Data, and Operations 

Resources: 
 My Math, McGraw Hill 
 Problem of the Day, Heath 
 Simple Solutions 
 
III.  Science 

 A.  Animal Groups 

 

 B.  Growing and changing 

  1.  Health 
  2.  Safety 
 
 C.  Sound 

 

 D.  Land and water 
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  1.  Landforms 
  2.  Rock formations 
 
 E.  Weather 

 

 F.  Solar System 

 G. Plants 

 

 H.  Our Environment 

 

 I.  Matter 
  1.  Measurement 
  2.  Heat 
 
Resources: 
 Science, Merrill 
 Daily Science, McDougal-Littell 
 
 
IV.  Social Studies 

 

 A.  Geography 
1. Maps and globes 
2. Landforms 
3. Types of communities 
4. Natural resources 

 
 B.  History 

1. Calendars 
2. How communities change 
3. Pilgrims and Native Americans 
4. The birth of America 

 
 C.  Government/Citizenship 

1. Laws 
2. Community officials 
3. U. S. Officials 
4. National capital and symbols 

 
 D.  Economics 

1. Living and working in communities 
2. Jobs 
3. Supply and demand 
4. Goods and services 

 
 E.  Sociology/Cultures 

1. Customs and celebrations 
2. Neighbors 
3. Basic needs 

 
Resources: 
 Neighbors and Communities, Macmillan/McGraw-Hill 
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 Map Skills Today, Weekly Reader 
 Daily Geography, McDougal-Littell 
 
 
 
 
 
V.  Computer 

 

 A.  Basic Skills 
1. Review basic computer hardware (system unit, monitor, keyboard, mouse, printer, CD, diskette) 
2. Handle diskettes and other computer equipment with care 
3. Use proper finger placement on the home row keys 
4. Demonstrate a mastery of the use of the mouse and terms related to the use of the mouse 
5. Understand basic terminology of the Windows Operating System (desktop, folders, start menu, icons) 
6. Powers up computer, monitor and start a computer program 
7. Powers down computer system in normal sequence 

  

 B.  Learning Tool 

1. Math Concepts and Skills 
 
 C.  Communication Tool 

1. Use Storybook Weaver and/or Microsoft Word to create short written documents with graphics 
 
 D.  Research Tool 

1. Internet 
2. Microsoft Encarta 
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Curriculum:  Third Grade 

 

Reading:   The 3rd grade uses the Open Court Reading series.  It is a research-based program grounded in 
systematic, explicit instruction of: phonemic awareness, phonics, and word knowledge; comprehension skills and 
strategies; inquiry skills and strategies; and writing and language arts skills and strategies.  The program creates a 
literature-rich environment that instills passion for lifelong reading and a love of literature and the written word.  
The Accelerated Reader Program is also used.  This is a self-paced, computerized reading management program 
to improve reading comprehension.   
 
Spelling:  Phonetic and structural analysis skills are applied to weekly word lists to which other subject-related 
words may be added.  Mastery of the Dolch word list is required by the end of the 3rd grade.  Dictionary skills 
are incorporated as well an extensive use of words in written expression exercises and sentences.  Books used are 
Modern Curriculum Press, Spelling Workout Book C, along with Wordly Wise, a vocabulary workbook. 
 
English:  Language arts in the 3rd grade continues the emphasis on the development of writing skills.  The 
curriculum includes sentence structure, composition of paragraphs, poetry and composing letters.  The textbook 
is English, Houghton-Mifflin, supplemented by Daily Oral Language and Daily Analogies programs. 
 
Math:  The curriculum includes numeration, addition, subtraction, and regrouping of three and four place 
numbers, multiplication facts 1-10, multiplication of four place numbers, short division, estimating, word 
problems, geometry, graphs, and measurement.  The textbook is My Math by McGraw Hill.  A daily problem 
solving activity supplements the program. 
 
Social Studies:  Students study geography, history, and map skills of Georgia.  The curriculum includes a 
general study of map symbols, directions, topography, and land use.  The program is Nystrom:  Hands on 
Geography – Georgia. Students also utilize and learn about other communities by using Our Communities by 
McMillan/McGraw Hill.  Field trips to points of interest in our state and Daily Geography supplement this 
program.   
 
Handwriting: After reviewing upper and lower case letters, students work toward mastery of cursive writing 
which was introduced in 2nd grade. 
 
Science:  The textbook is Harcourt, supplemented with hands-on experiments and projects.  The areas of study 
include:  plants, animals, rocks, minerals, water cycle, weather, solar system, matter, energy and forces.  The 
curriculum also includes a daily science mini-lesson program. 
 
Computer:  At DWS learning to use technology is integrated into all classrooms and the curriculum in all 
grades.  Because technology is integrated into the curriculum, the Learning Lab serves as an equipment and 
software resource not available in every classroom.  The curriculum outline is not limited to the Learning Lab.  
Skills learned and enhanced through the Learning Lab are applicable across all areas of the curriculum.  The 
computer is a tool.  The focus at DWS Lower School is for our students to recognize and learn how to 
appropriately use this tool in today’s environment. 
 
I.  Language Arts 

 

 A.  Phonics 

1. Alphabetical order 
2. Initial, medial, final consonants 
3. Hard and soft C and G 
4. Short and long vowels:  a, e, i, o, u 
5. Compound words 
6. Recognizing syllables 
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7. R, L, S blends 
8. Final blends 
9. Y as a vowel and consonant 
10. Consonant digraphs 
11. R controlled vowels 
12. Plurals s, es, changing y to i 
13. Suffixes ful, ness, less, ly, er, est, y, en, able 
14. Suffixes – doubling final consonant 
15. Suffixes – words ending in “e” 
16. Recognizing syllables 
17. Contractions 
18. Vowel digraphs, oo, ea, ei, ou, aw 
19. Dipthongs 
20. Recognizing syllables 
21. Prefixes un, dis, ex, de, re 
22. Prefix – base – suffix words 
23. Recognizing syllables 
24. Syllabication rules 1-10 
25. Synonyms, antonyms, homonyms 
26. Dictionary 
27. Dictionary guide words 
28. Homographs 

 
Resource:  
 Phonics, Book C, Pearson 
 
 B.  Open Court Reading 
  1.  Word Knowledge: 

a. Inflectional endings 
b. Short and long vowels 
c. Plurals and irregular plurals 
d. Homographs and homophones 
e. Comparative and superlative adjectives 
f. Antonyms and synonyms 
g. Irregular past tense verbs 
h. Contractions 
i. Compound words 
j. Multisyllabic words 
k. Vowel digraphs and diphthongs 
l. Word families with spelling changes 
m. Base words, prefixes and suffixes 
n. Vivid verbs and adjectives 

 
2.  Comprehension: Strategies 

a. Predicting 
b. Monitoring and clarifying 
c. Making connections 
d. Summarizing 
e. Asking questions 
f. Visualizing 
g. Monitoring and adjusting reading speed 

 



Rev. 8/16 
 

 

38 

 
 
3.  Comprehension: Skills 

a. Classifying and categorize 
b. Cause and effect 
c. Compare and contrast 
d. Main idea and details 
e. Sequence 
f. Drawing conclusions 
g. Fantasy and reality 
h. Author’s purpose 
i. Making inference 
j. Author’s point of view 
k. Fact and opinion 

 
4.  Literary Elements: 

a. Plot 
b. Characterization 
c. Recognizing and distinguishing features of:  expository texts, fables, plays, nonfiction, 

biographies, folktales, legends, and poetry 
d. Dialogue 
e. Point of view 
f. Setting 
g. Details 
h. Rhythm and rhyme 
i. Onomatopoeia  

 
  5.  Reference Skills 

a. Interviewing 
b. ABC order 
c. Following directions 
d. Parts of a book 
e. Dictionaries 
f. Tables, charts and graphs 
g. Diagram 
h. Maps 
 
Resources: 
 Reading Comprehension/HMH 

 
C.  Spelling: 

 
1. Consonants 

2. Hard and Soft “c” and “g” 

3. Short-vowel 

4. Long-vowel 

5. Consonant Blends 
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6. “Y” as a vowel 

7. Vowels with “r” 

8. Suffixes added to root words 

9. Regular plurals:  Adding “s” or “es” 

10. Irregular plurals 

11. Vowel pairs 

12. Double “o” 

13. Silent consonants 

14. Spellings of /o/ 

15. Spellings of /oi/ or /ou/ 

16. Spellings of /sh, hard and soft /th/ 

17. Spellings of /ch, /hw, or /h/ 

18. Consonant clusters 

19. Consonant Digraphs 

20. Prefixes “un” and “dis” 

21. Prefix “re” 

22. Contractions 

23. Homonyms 

Resources: 
 Spelling Workout Book C, Modern Curriculum Press 
 Wordly Wise 
 Dolch Word List 
 
D.  English: 
 1.  Sentences: 

a. Statements and questions 
b. Commands and exclamations 
c. Subjects 
d. Predicates 
e. Run-on sentences 

 
 2.  Literature: 

a. Listening for details 
b. Listening for order 
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c. Recalling 
 

 3.  Nouns: 
a. Common and proper 
b. Nouns/predicate in subject 
c. Singular and plural nouns 
d. Plural with “es” 
e. Plural with “ies” 
f. Special plurals 
g. Possessive nouns 

 
 4.  Writing: 

a. Instructions 
b. Homophones 
c. Ordering steps 

 
 5.  Main idea: 

a. Topic sentence 
b. Supporting sentences 
c. Purpose 

 
6.  Verbs: 

a. Present 
b. Past 
c. “Be” verbs 
d. Helping verbs 
e. Irregular verbs 
f. Contractions 

 

7.  Writing 
a. Word clues 
b. Predicting outcomes 
c. Imaging 

  
 8.  Adjectives 
 
 9.  Adverbs 
 
 10.  to, two, too 
 
 11.  Writing: 

a. Details 
b. Classifying 
c. Exact Words 

  
 12.  Correct Sentences 
 
 13.  Capitalization 
 
 14.  Abbreviations 
 
 15.  Book Titles 
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 16.  Commas 
 
 17.  Quotation Marks 
 
 18.  Writing 

a. Figurative language 
b. Likeness and differences 

 
 19.  Pronouns 

a. Subject pronouns 
b. Pronouns and verbs 
c. Object Pronouns 
d. Possessive Pronouns 

 
 20.  Research 
 
Resources: 
  English, Houghton-Mifflin 
  Daily Oral Language, McDougal-Littell 
  Daily Analogies, McDougal-Littell 
   
II.  Math 

 

 A.  Place Value and Money 

 

 B.  Addition  

 

 C.  Subtraction 

 
 D.  Time, Data, and Graphs 

 
 E.  Multiplication Concepts 
 
 F.  Multiplication Facts 

 

G.  Division Concepts 
 

 H.  Division Facts 

 
 I.  Multiply by 1-Digit Numbers 

 
 J.  Divide by 1-Digit Numbers 

 
 K.  Measurement 
 
 L.  Geometry 
 

M. Fraction and Probablilty 

 

N. Fractions and Decimals 
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Resources: 
 My Math, McGraw-Hill 
 Problem of the Day, Heath 
 Simple Solutions 
 

 

III. Science: 

 

 A.  Plants and Animals 

  1.  How plants grow 
  2.  Types of animals 
 
 B.  Plants and Animals Interact 
  1.  Where living things are found 
  2.  Living things depend on one another 
 
 C.  Earth’s Land 
  1.  Rocks, minerals, and fossils 
  2.  Forces that shape the land 
  3.  Soils 
  4.  Earth’s resources 
 
 D.  Cycles on Earth and in Space 
  1.  The water cycle 
  2.  Observing weather 
  3.  Earth and its place in the solar system 
 
 E.  Investigating Matter 
  1.  Properties of matter 
  2.  Changes in matter 
 
 F.  Exploring Energy and Forces 
  1.  Heat 
  2.  Light 
  3.  Forces and motion 
 
Resources: 
  Science,  Harcourt 
  Daily Science, McDougal-Littell 
 
 
IV. Social Studies 

 

 A.  Understanding map symbols 
  1.  Cardinal directions and intermediate directions 
  2.  Georgia and the United States 
  3.  Scale and distance 
  4.  Reading elevation colors 
 
 B.  Looking at the land 
  1.  Georgia’s coastline 
  2.  Finding Georgia’s swamps and lakes 
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  3.  Locating some counties 
  4.  Getting to know some cities 
  5.  Getting to know some major highways 
 
 C.  Looking for patterns 
  1.  Annual rainfall 
  2.  Growing seasons 
  3.  Populations 
  4.  Patterns in Albany 
 
 D.  History of Georgia 
  1.  Early Indian tribes in Georgia 
  2.  Early exploration of Georgia 
  3.  The Colony of Georgia 
  4.  The Revolutionary Way 
  5.  Georgia becomes a state 
  6.  Early industry and mining in Georgia 
  7.  Stagecoach and steamboat travel 
  8.  Early railroads 
  9.  Civil War battles 
  10.  Georgia industry today 
  11.  Famous Georgians 
 
Resources: 
  Nystrom:  Hands-on Geography – Georgia 
  Daily Geography, McDougal-Littell 
  Our Communities, MacMillan/McGraw-Hill 
 
 
V.  Computer 

  

 A.  Basic Skills 
  1.  Review and reinforce all prior basic skills 

2.  Know the basic functions of hardware (keyboard and mouse provide input; printer and monitor 
output; hard drive, diskettes and CD’s provide storage; the CPU processes information) 

 
 B.  Society, Ethical and Human Issues 
  1.  Recognize the computers in the world around them 
  2.  Determine how those computers are being used 
 
 C.  Learning Tool 

  1.  Math Concepts and Skills 
  2.  Cornerstone Language Arts 
  3.  Cornerstone Vocabulary 
  4.  Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing 
 
 D.  Communication Tool 

1.  Use Storybook Weaver and/or Microsoft Word to create short written documents with  
       graphics 
  2.  Use Microsoft Paint to create pictures 
 
 E.  Research Tool 
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  1.  Internet 

  2.  Microsoft Encarta 
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Curriculum:  Fourth Grade 

 

Reading:  The Open Court series serves as a basis for the 4th grade reading instruction.  The goal is to 
efficiently and effectively teach children to decode and comprehend so that they can read a variety of 
literature types.  Comprehension is supplemented through the Accelerated Reading Program.  Other materials 
used are the Steck-Vaughn comprehension skills books, Swells and Shells, and other teacher selected 
materials.   
 
English:  Emphasis on the development of writing skills is continued.  The curriculum includes sentence 
structure, capitalization and punctuation skills, and parts of speech.  The textbook used is Houghton Mifflin 
English, supplemented by Steck-Vaughn skill booklets and the Daily Oral Language, Daily Analogies 
programs. 
 
Spelling:  The curriculum uses a phonetic and structural analysis approach.  The textbook, Spelling 
Workout, Book D by Modern Curriculum Press is used.   
 
Math:  The textbook is My Math published by McGraw-Hill.  The curriculum includes basic computation 
skills, decimal concepts, fractions and mixed numbers, estimation, mental math, geometry, measurement, 
time, money, graphing, and problem solving.  A daily math review is also part of the curriculum.  Calculators 
are used at this grade level. 
 
Social Studies:  The curriculum is a study of the regions of the United States and geography skills.  The 
textbook and workbook, Our Country’s Regions, Macmillan/McGraw-Hill, are used.  Hands on Geography  
and Daily Geography, McDougal-Littell & Company, are used to reinforce geography skills.  Weekly Reader 
is used for current events. 
 
Science:  The textbook is Harcourt Science supplemented by AIMS activities and a daily oral science 
program.  Studies include human body systems, plants, animals, ecosystems, rocks and minerals, fossils, 
volcanoes, earthquakes, weather, oceans, planets, sound, heat, electricity, matter, motion, and simple 
machines.  As an enrichment program the school offers a Young Astronaut Program which is a hands-on 
science/math after school program with major emphasis on creating and launching rockets. 
 
Computer:  At Deerfield-Windsor Lower School learning to use technology is integrated into all classrooms 
and the curriculum in all grades.  Because technology is integrated into the curriculum, the Learning Lab 
serves as an equipment and software resource not available in every classroom.  The curriculum outline is 
not limited to the Learning Lab.  Skills learned and enhanced through the Learning Lab are applicable across 
all areas of the curriculum.  The computer is a tool.  The focus at Deerfield-Windsor Lower School is for our 
students to recognize and learn how to appropriately use this tool in today’s environment. 
 
I.  Language Arts 

 A.  English 

  1.  Sentences 
   a.  Kinds of sentences 
   b.  Compound sentences 
   Complete subject/predicate of a sentence 
   Run-on sentences 
  2.  Nouns 
   a.  Common/proper nouns 
   b.  Singular/plural nouns 
   c.  Forming possessive nouns 
  3.  Capitalization and punctuation 
  4.  Verbs 
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   a.  Action verbs 
   b.  Linking verbs 
   c.  Verb tenses 
  5.  Pronouns 
   a.  Subject pronouns 
   b.  Object pronouns 
   c.  Possessive pronouns 
  6.  Adjectives 
  7.  Adverbs (Parsing) 
  8.  Prepositions 
  9.  Composition Skills 
  10.  Poetry 
  11.  Writing process 
   a.  Prewriting 
   b.  Drafting 
   c.  Revising 
   d.  Proofreading 
   e.  Publishing 
 
Resources: 
 English, Houghton-Mifflin 
 Daily Oral Language, MacDougal-Littell 
 Daily Analogies,MacDougal-Littell 
 
 B.  Reading 
  1.  Word knowledge 
   a.  Base words/root words 
   b.  Suffixes 
   c.  Multiple meaning words 
   d.  Compound words 
   e.  Antonyms 
   f.  Prefixes 
   g.  Time/order words 
   h.  Position words 
   i.  Homophones 
    
   j.  Rhyming words 
   k.  Multisyllabic words 
   l.  Homographs 
 
  2.  Comprehension strategies 
   a.  Making connections 
   b.  Predicting 
   c.  Visualizing 
   d.  Monitoring and clarifying 
   e.  Summarizing 
    
  3.  Comprehension skills 
   a.  Cause and effect 
   b.  Compare and contrast 
   c.  Author’s point of view 
   d.  Sequence 
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   e.  Main idea and details 
   f.   Drawing conclusions 
   g.  Making inferences 
   h.  Author’s purpose 
   i.  Fact and opinion 
   j.  Classifying and categorizing 
 
  4.  Literary elements 
   a.  Story elements 
   b.  Features of historical fiction 
   c.  Features of biographies 
   d.  Features of myths 
   e.  Features of informational articles 
   f.  Features of folktales 
   g.  Features of fables 
   h.  Features of legends 
   i.  Features of expository texts 
   j.  Features of tall tales 
   k.  Features of persuasive texts 
 

1. Reference skills 
a. Using the dictionary 
b. Using the thesaurus 
c. Parts of a book 
d. Using encyclopedia and other media 
e. Using the index 

 
Resources: 
 Open Court Reading 
 Reading Comprehension, HMH 
 Wordly Wise, Educator’s Publishing 
 

C.  Spelling: 
1. Consonant sounds 
2. Short-vowel sounds 
3. Long-vowel sounds 
4. Hard and soft “c” and “g” 
5. Beginning consonant blends 
6. Instant replay 
7. Consonant blends 
8. Vowels with “r” 
9. Consonant digraphs 
10. Silent letters 
11. /f/ sound 
12. Instant replay 
13. Suffixes ed, er, and ing 
14. Suffixes ed, er, and ing:  Doubling final consonants 
15. Suffixes ed, er, and ing:  Dropping the final “e” 
16. Suffixes ed, es, and ing:  Words ending with “y” 
17. Suffixes er and est:  Words ending with “y” 
18. Instant replay 
19. Vowel Digraphs ee, ea, oa, oe, and ue 
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20. Vowel Digraphs ie and ei 
21. Vowel Digraphs au and aw 
22. Vowel Digraphs ai, ay; Dipthongs oi, oy 
23. ou and ow 
24. Instant replay 
25. Plurals 
26. Plurals of words that end in “y” 
27. Irregular plurals:  Plurals of words that end in “f” or “fe” 
28. Possessive and Contractions 
29. Plurals and Plural Possessives 
30. Instant Replay 
31. Prefixes pre, re, im, non, and con 
32. Prefixes ex, de, dis, un, and ad 
33. Compound words 
34. Synonyms and Antonyms 
35. Homonyms 
36. Instant replay 

 
Resource: 
 Spelling Workout, Book D, Modern Curriculum 
 
II.  Math: 

 A.  Place Value and Number Sense 
 
  B.  Addition and Subtraction 
 
  C.  Time, Data, and Graphs 
 
  D.  Multiplication and Division 

 

E.  Multiply by 1-Digit Numbers 

 
  F.  Multiply by 2-digit Numbers 
 
  G.  Divide by 1-Digit Numbers 

 

  H.  Divide by 2-Digit Numbers 

 

  I.   Measurement 

 

  J. Geometry 

  
  K.  Fractions and Probability  
 
  L.   Add and Subtract Fractions 
 
  M.  Fractions and Decimals 
 
  N.  Add and Subtract Decimals 

 
Resources: 
  My Math, McGraw-Hill 
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  Problem of the Day, Heath 
  Simple Solutions 
 
 
 
 
III.  Science 

 

 A. A World of Living Things 
1. Classifying 
2. Human body systems 

  
 
 B.  Looking at Ecosystems 

1. Ecosystems 
2. Protecting ecosystems 

 
 C.  Earth’s Surface 

1. Earthquakes and Volcanoes 
 
 D.  Patterns of Earth and in space 

1. Water in the oceans 
2. Constellations 

 
 E.  Matter and Energy 

1. Physical properties of matter 
2. Heat 
3. Sound 
4. Electricity and magnetism 

 
 F.  Forces and Motion 

1. Motion – forces at work 
2. Simple machines 

 
Resources: 
 Science, Harcourt 
 Daily Science, MacDouglas-Littell 
 AIMS 
 
 
IV.  Social Studies 

 

 A.  U. S. Land and People 

 

 B.  The Southeast 

 

 C.  The Northeast 

 

 D.  The Middle West 

 

 E.  The Southwest 
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 F.  The West 

 

 G.  Map Skills 
1. Cardinal and intermediate directions 
2. Map legend 
3. Reading elevation maps 
4. Using latitude and longitude 
5. Using map scales 
6. Reading road maps 
7. Using globes 
8. Different kinds of maps 

  
Resources: 
 Our Country’s Regions, Macmillan, McGraw-Hill 
 Daily Geography, McDouglas-Littell  
 Weekly Reader 
 Nystrom Hands-on Geography:  Building Map Skills 
 
 

V.  Computer 

 A.  Basic Skills 

  1.  Demonstrate mastery of computer care, handling and all basic skills 
   
 B.  Society, Ethical and Human Issues 

  1.  Know common uses for the computer 
  2.  Know occupations that use computers 
  3.  Understand how computers directly affect them 
 
 C.  Learning Tool 

  1.  Math Concepts and Skills 
  2.  Cornerstone Language Arts 
  3.  Cornerstone Vocabulary 
  4.  Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing 
  5.  States and Capitals software 
 
 D.  Communication Tool 

1.  Practice the writing process using Microsoft Word to create, edit, move, save and print  
       text with some formatting and clip art. 
  2.  Know common terms used in word processing 
  3.  Use spell check feature 
  4.  Use Microsoft Paint to create pictures 
 
 E.  Research Tool 

  1.  Internet 

  2.  Microsoft Encarta 
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Curriculum:  Fifth Grade 

 

Reading:  Open Court is our basal reading program.  Each unit of study in out reading anthology centers on 
a theme.  As a class we will explore many aspects of the unit themes in our reading, thinking, discussions, 
research, and writing.  The units include cooperation and competition, astronomy, heritage, the American 
Revolution, the American West, and journeys and quests.  Accelerated Reader Program, a self-paced, 
computerized reading program is also utilized to strengthen comprehension and recalling details.  Individual 
literature books and the programs Wordly Wise and Be a Better Reader stress word usage and specific 
reading skills.   
 
English:  Word origins, work-study skills, eight parts of speech, sentence structure, types of literature, 
outlining, research skills, and reference skills, including the use of the dictionary and the thesaurus, are 
emphasized.  Daily Oral Language and  Daily Analogies supplement this program. 
 
Creative Writing:  Students will write interesting stories with paragraphs that contain topic sentences and 
supporting details.  Stories may be student generated or a specific assignment related to a current event or a 
topic being studied. 
 
Spelling:  Spelling Workout, Book E, Modern Curriculum Press, is a solid phonics and structural analysis 
approach that integrates spelling with reading and writing. 
 
Math:  The textbook is McGraw-Hill, My Math.  The focus of this course is to provide students with a 
strong foundation in the following mathematical skill areas:  place value; addition, subtraction, multiplication 
and division of whole numbers and decimals; graphing; addition, subtraction, and multiplication of fractions 
and mixed numbers; measurement, problem-solving; geometry; estimation; ratios and probability; and 
percents.  Daily oral reviews and warm-ups are used to keep skills sharpened.  Math manipulatives are used 
as often as possible and surely when necessary to the understanding of a concept. 
 
Science:  The textbook is Harcourt Science.  The focus of this course is to engage students in active, hands-
on learning in life, earth, and physical science.  The textbook is supplemented by daily reviews and science 
warm-ups.  Experiments and/or demonstrations are conducted each month.  Guest speakers are invited to 
share when possible and a field trip is taken.  Other activities that will compliment this course are: 
C.H.A.M.P.S. (Choosing Healthy Activities and Methods Promoting Safety), which is presented by the 
Dougherty County Sheriff’s Department; the Young Astronauts Program, which is a hands-on science/math 
after-school program with major emphasis on creating and launching rockets; and a Science Fair, which is a 
project that demonstrates students’ understanding of the scientific method and inquiry. 
 
Social Studies:  The textbook is Macmillan, McGraw-Hill, Our Nation. A study of America – from primitive 
days to present:  presidents, native Americans with special emphasis on the Revolutionary War period, Civil 
War and Reconstruction, and the Industrial Revolution.  The program is enhanced by a complete study on 
map reading. 
  
Computer:  At Deerfield-Windsor Lower School learning to use technology is integrated into all classrooms 
and the curriculum in all grades.  Because technology is integrated into the curriculum, the Learning Lab 
serves as an equipment and software resource not available in every classroom.  The curriculum outline is 
not limited to the Learning Lab.  Skills learned and enhanced through the Learning Lab are applicable across 
all areas of the curriculum.  The computer is a tool.  The focus at Deerfield-Windsor Lower School is for our 
students to recognize and learn how to appropriately use this tool in today’s environment. 
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I.  Language Arts 

 A.  English 
  1.  The Sentence 
   a.  Four kinds of sentences 
   b.  Complete subjects/predicates 
   c.  Simple subjects/predicates 
   d.  Conjunctions 
   e.  Combining sentences 
   f.  Run-on sentences 
 
  2.  Nouns 
   a.  Singular/plural 
   b.  Common/proper 
   c.  Possessive 
 
  3.  Verbs 
   a.  Action 
   b.  Direct objects/indirect objects 
   c.  Linking 
   d.  Present/past/future tense 
   e.  Regular/irregular 
   f.  Subject/verb agreement 
   g.  Predicate nouns/pronouns 
 
  4.  Adjectives 
   a.  Articles/demonstrative 
   b.  Comparing 
   c.  Proper 
   d.  Predicate adjectives 
 
  5.  Capitalization and Punctuation 
   a.  Sentences 
   b.  Proper nouns/adjectives 
   c.  Commas 
   d.  Interjections 
   e.  Quotations 
   f.  Titles 
   g.  Abbreviations 
 
  6.  Pronouns 
   a.  Subject 
   b.  Object 
   c.  Possessive 
 
  7.  Adverbs and Prepositions 
   a.  Comparing with Adverbs 
   b.  Negatives 
   c.  Prepositional phrases 
   d.  Infinitives 
 
  8.  Parsing 
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  9.  Mechanics/Composition 
  10.  Research Report 
 
Resources: 
 English, Houghton-Mifflin 
 Daily Oral Language, McDougal-Littell 
 Daily Analogies, McDougal-Littell 
 
 B.  Spelling 

1. Spellings of /k/, /kw/, and /m/ sounds 
2. Spellings of hard and soft c and g sounds 
3. Spellings of /f/ sounds 
4. Spellings of kn, gn, wr, and rr words 
5. Spellings of /l/ sounds 
6. Spellings of vowel digraphs ai, ay, oa, and ow 
7. Spellings of vowel digraphs ee and ea 
8. Spellings  of vowel digraphs au and aw 
9. Spellings of vowel digraphs ie and ei 
10. Spellings of dipthongs ou, ow, oi, oy 
11. Spellings of words with prefixes un, in, dis, trans 
12. Spellings of words with prefixes en, in, mis 
13. Spellings of words with prefixes pre, pro, re, and ex 
14. Spellings of words with prefixes fore, post, over, co, com, con 
15. Spellings of words with prefixes sub, mid, bi, tri 
16. Spellings of compound words 
17. Spellings of words divided into syllables between 2 consonants 
18. Spellings of words divided into syllables when the first vowel is long or silent 
19. Spellings of words with a vowel standing alone or when a words ends with consonant-le 
20. Spellings of words with suffixes er, est, or ist 
21. Spellings of words with suffixes ee, eer, ent, ant 
22. Spellings of words with suffixes ward, en, ize, ful, ness 
23. Spellings of words with suffixes hood, ship, ment, able, ible 
24. Spellings of words with suffixes ion, tion, ance, ence, ity, ive. 
25. Spellings of words in which final consonants are doubled or the final e is dropped before suffix 

is added 
26. Spellings or words ending in y that have suffixes added 
27. Spellings of plural words ending in y 
28. Spellings of irregular plural nouns 
29. Spellings that do not follow usual spelling rules 

 
Resources: 
 Spelling Workout, Book E Modern Curriculum Press 
 Wordly Wise, Educator’s Publishing Service, Inc. 
 
 
 C.  Reading: 

  1.  Specific reading skills 
   a.  Comprehension 
   b.  Main idea and details 
   c..  Inference 
   d.  Sequence 
   e.  Cause and effect 
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  2.  Fictional selections 
   a.  Creative writing 
   b.  Book report/project 
 
  3.  Poetry Unit 
   a.. Figurative Language 
   b.  Comprehension 
   c.  Vocabulary 
 
  4.  Biographical selections 
   a.  Biographical sketches 
   b.  Book report 
 
  5.  Mystery selections 
   a.  Mystery stories 
   b.  Book report/project 
 
  6.  Science Fictional selections 
   a.  Creative Writing 
   b.  Book report/project 
 
  7.  Public Speaking/Speech Contest 
   a.  Skills 
   b.  Selection 
   c.  Presentation and competition 
 
  8.   Classics 
   a.  Characteristics 
   b.  Book report/project 
 
  9.   Story elements 
 
  10.  Historical fiction 
   a.  Characteristics 
   b.  Book report/project 
 
Resources: 
 Literature based books 
 Be a Better Reader, Globe Book Co. 
 Wordly Wise, Educator’s Publishing 
 Accelerated Reader Program 
 Open Court Reading 
 Building Basic Reading Skills, Continental Press 
  
 

II.  Math 

 A.  Place Value, Add and Subtract Whole Numbers and Decimals 

 B.  Multiply Whole Numbers and Decimals 

 C.  Divide Whole Numbers and Decimals 



Rev. 8/16 
 

 

55 

 D.  Data, Graphs, and Sampling 

 E.  Fractions and Mixed Numbers 

 F.  Add and Subtract Fractions and Mixed Numbers 

 G.  Multiply and Divide Fractions 

 H.  Measurement 

 I.  Algebra 

 J.  Geometry   

 K.  Perimeter, Area and Circumference 

 L.  Surface Area, Volume, and Symmetry 

 

 M.  Ratios and Probability 

 

 N.  Percents 

 
Resources: 
 My Math, McGraw-Hill 
 Problem of the Day, Heath 
 Simple Solutions 
 
 

III.  Science 

 

 A.  Process of Living Things 

  1.  Cells 
   
  2.  Types of Plants and Adaptations 
   a.  Roots, stems, and leaves 
   b.  Major groups of plants 
   c.  Plant use 
 
  3.  Plant Processes 
   a.  Photosynthesis 
   b.  Tropisms 
   c.  Reproduction 
   d.  Growth 
 
 B.  Systems and Interactions in Nature 
  1.  Cycles in Nature 
   a.  Nature’s recycling 
   b.  Water cycle 
 
  2.  Biomes 
   a.  Land biomes 
   b.  Water ecosystems 
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 C.  Processes that Change the Earth 

  1.  Changes to Earth’s surface 
   a.  Landforms 
   b.  Mountains, volcanoes, and earthquakes 
   c.  Continental drift 
   
  2.  Weather and Climate 
   a.  Measuring and observing weather conditions 
   b.  Wind 
   c.  Changes in climate 
   
 D.  The Solar System and Beyond 
  1.  Earth, Moon, and Beyond 
   a.  Comparisons of Earth and Moon 
   b.  Exploring the Solar System 
  2.  The Sun and Other Stars 
   a.  Sun 
   b.  Stars and constellations 
   c.  Galaxies 
 
 E.  Building Blocks of Matter 
  1.  Matter and its Properties 
   a.  Physical properties of matter 
   b.  Changing states of matter 
   c.  Chemical reaction of matter 
 
  2.  Atoms and Elements 
   a.  Atomic theory 
   b.  The Periodic Table 
   c.  Elements and compounds 
 
  F.  Energy 
  1.  Forces 
   a.  Friction, magnetism, and gravity 
   b.  Balanced and unbalanced forces 
   c.  Work and machines 
   
  2.  Motion 
   a.  Position and motion 
   b.  Laws of Motion 
   c.  Orbits of planets and moons 
   
Resources: 
 Science, Harcourt   
 Daily Science, McDougal-Littell 
 
 
IV.  Social Studies: 

 

 A.  The First Americans  
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 B.  Worlds Meet 
  1.  Age of explorations 
  2.  Settlement of North America 
 
 C.  Colonization and Conflict 
  1.  Establishment of the 13 colonies 
  2.  Life in the colonies 
 
 D.  French and Indian War 

 
 E.  Fight for Independence 
   
 F.  The Constitution 
 
 G.  A New Nation 
  1.  Beyond the Appalachians 
  2.  The Louisiana Purchase 
  3.  War of 1812 
 
 H.  The Nation Grows 
  1.  The Industrial Revolution 
  2.  Presidency of Andrew Jackson 
  3.  Moving West 
 
 I.  Slavery/Emancipation 
  1.  Slavery divides the nation 
  2.  Speaking out against slavery 
  3.  Heading toward war 
 
 J.   The Civil War and Reconstruction 

 

 K.   Review of the fifty states and capitals 
 
Resources: 
 Our Nation, McGraw-Hill 
  
 
V.  Computer 

 A. Basic Skills 

  

 B.  Society, Ethical and Human Issues 

  1.  Differentiate between computers 
  2.  Know major uses for computers 
  3.  Develop a fundamental understanding of copyright laws 
 
 C.  Learning Tool 

  1.  Math Concepts and Skills 
  2.  Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing 
 
 D.  Communication Tool 



Rev. 8/16 
 

 

58 

  1.  Use Microsoft Word to write stories and papers for English, Social Studies and Science using the 
following features:  spell checker, headers and footers, multiple columns, outlining, and 
advanced formatting 

  2.  Create multimedia presentation in PowerPoint 
 
 E.  Problem Solving and Decision Making Tool 
  1.  Collect date and input the information into a spreadsheet 
  2.  Use the data in the spreadsheet to create a simple graph 
 
 F.  Productivity Tool 
  1.  Introduce the concept of terms for a database (records, fields) 
  
 G.  Research Tool 
  1.  Internet 

  2.  Microsoft Encarta 
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Art Curriculum 

 
The Deerfield-Windsor Lower School Art Program uses a criteria-based curriculum including a wide variety 
of two and three-dimensional media.  The over-all goal of the program is to introduce students to the exciting 
opportunities and rewards that the study and production of art can provide.  The program also strives to 
further develop each student’s ability to use art both as a means of self-expression and a development of self-
worth.  Students in grades 1-5 attend art classes for 1 hour, once a week.  K5 students’ art class is for 45 
minutes each week. 
 
Each lesson explores a different medium, with students learning the appropriate techniques, vocabulary, and 
tools needed to master each medium.  All grade levels are exposed to both two-dimensional and three-
dimensional media with age-appropriate projects.  The two dimensional media includes:  various drawing, 
painting, printmaking and collage techniques.  The three-dimensional media includes:  pottery, sculpture, 
papier mache’, fibers, and 3-D paper manipulations. 
 
Subject ideas are developed using a variety of critical thinking techniques.  Brain storming techniques are 
encouraged to develop compositions.  Subject areas begin with:  self-portraits, still lifes, feelings, dreams, 
personal experiences, nature study and seasonal themes. 
 
Students are assigned a particular medium and subject area.  They are encouraged to use specific criteria to 
come up with an original composition and finished product.  The elements and principles of design are 
incorporated into these criteria, as grade and ability permit.  Since all children develop at different rates, 
these criteria may be adjusted on an individual basis. 
 
Students are introduced to the history and appreciation of art with a variety of methods.  Examples of similar 
art works, according to subject or media being studied, are used.  Individual artist are also studied by 
incorporating the details of their lives and works into the development of each specific project.  Various 
texts, such as Art Is Elementary and Getting to Know the Artists, are used to expose the students to the idea 
that art plays a very important role in the lives of people of the past, as well as their own.  These texts also 
help introduce the concepts of color therapy, elements and principles of design, and development of personal 
style.  Efforts are continually made to interrelate art activities with other curriculum areas (e.g.  music, 
history, math, science, etc.) 
 
The continual display of students’ art work throughout the Lower School building greatly enhances the 
students’ appreciation and respect for their own work, as well as others. 
 
Lower School art students are involved in several community art events each year.  These include the annual 
Kiwanis Club Art Exhibit at the Albany Mall, the Albany Herald Design-An-Ad Contest, and an annual 
school-wide competition to choose art work to be used on the school’s holiday card.  These exhibitions and 
competitions continue to increase the students’ interest and pride in their art work. 
 
Evaluation is done on an individual basis.  If each student has met the required criteria, the individual will 
ultimately have a successful, completed project.  Since the criteria are clearly stated and explained at the 
beginning of each project, each student knows what is expected and is not “finished” until these criteria are 
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met.  Since the criteria are assigned according to age and ability, each student can continue to grow 
artistically and as rapidly as possible.  Success breeds success. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music Curriculum 

 
It is the belief of Deerfield-Windsor Lower School that every student should have the opportunity to 
perform, to create, and to listen to music with understanding and appreciation.  To achieve this end, every 
student has access to a comprehensive, balanced, and sequential program of music study at school. 
 
Children should be active participants in the music making process with a goal of musical independence and 
appreciation.  The mediums through which student participate include the following: 

• singing 

• using speech 

• moving 

• reading music 

• using body percussion 

• playing rhythm instruments 

• writing music 

• listening 

• improvising 

• composing 
 
The understanding and appreciation of music is gained through the sequenced development of concepts 
based on the elements of music:  rhythm, melody, harmony, timbre, form, expression, history and style, 
composition, and performance. 
 
K-4 
K-4 begins developing a musical ear as they participate in music class once a week for thirty minutes.  These 
students learn syllable singing and begin learning the differences in sound/silence, loud/soft, long/short, 
high/low, fast/slow, and same/different.  They also learn the differences in speaking voices, whispering 
voices, shouting voices, and singing voices.  Students also learn to echo clap and sing and to play rhythms on 
instruments.  These young children begin an appreciation of other cultures through different kinds of music 
and begin an early study of composers.  K-4 concludes the year with a program demonstrating what they 
have learned. 
 
K-5 
K-5 builds on what was begun in K-4 as they participate in music class once a week for thirty minutes.  
These students further work with sound/silence, loud/soft, long/short, high/low, fast/slow, and 
same/different.  They begin to learn the musical terms for these concepts and take great pleasure in throwing 
around Italian words.  Every effort is made to coordinate songs with units of study within the regular 
classroom.  These students will sing in two programs with other grade levels and will perform in a program 
or musical play of their own at the end of the year. 
 
1st Grade 
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1st grade students begin a study of recognizing musical terms and symbols as they participate in music class 
once a week for forty-five minutes.  The study whole notes, half notes, quarter notes, and eighth notes, and 
they become familiar with the rests that accompany each note.  1st graders begin to actually read music for a 
music staff and continue the study of composers and music from other cultures, and they begin learning 
concepts of musical theater.  They often combine with other grades to present a Christmas program and 
participate in a musical play during the year. 
 
2nd Grade 
2nd graders work on understanding beat and rhythm and working with time signatures as they participate in 
music class once a week for forty-five minutes.  They continue working with notes, rests, and music 
symbols.  They continue reading music and begin learning where the notes are on a keyboard.  These 
students begin to work with musical forms as they begin to identity AB and ABA form.  They begin to 
recognize how music can ask questions and give answers.  A unit is presented on orchestra families, and a 
study of composers, cultural music, and musical theater concepts rounds out the 2nd grade.  These students 
often combine with other grades to present a Christmas program and participate in a musical play during the 
year. 
 
3rd Grade 
 3rd graders continue their study of rhythm and note reading as they participate in music class once a week 
for forty-five minutes.  Other music symbols and terms are added to their already building music vocabulary.  
These students begin learning how to use good posture, diction, and breath control, and learn the difference 
between the various musical dynamics.  They also are introduced to repeating music and learn the terms 
introduction, coda, and fermata.  Orchestra families are studied in more depth than in the 2nd grade, and 
composers, music cultures, and musical theater concepts continue.  These students often combine with other 
grades to present a Christmas program and participate in a musical play during the year. 
 
4th Grade 
 4th graders continue their study of rhythm and note reading and become familiar with the individual 
instruments in the orchestral families as they participate in music class once a week for forty-five minutes.  
These students learn more about the different music forms as they learn about the repetition of music.  They 
work on pitch, tempo, and begin singing in rounds.  At this point, they should be able to identify all the 
music notes on a staff and clap rhythms which include whole, half, quarter, eighth, and sixteenth notes and 
rests.  Composers, music cultures, and musical theater round out the study for the year.  These students often 
combine with other grades to present a Christmas program and participate in a musical play during the year. 
 
5th Grade 
 5th graders continue to build on their previous musical studies as they participate in music class once a week 
for forty-five minutes.  These students will learn the difference between major and minor sounds and will 
study such musical forms as theme and variation.  They will learn how tones are raised and lowered by the 
use of flats and sharps, and they will begin to sing in simple two-part harmony.  By the completion of this 
year, students should be able to compose a simple melody using a variety of notes and rhythms.  Composers, 
music cultures, and musical theater are a part of the 5th grade curriculum.  These students often combine with 
other grades to present a Christmas program and participate in a musical play during the year. 
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Accelerated Reader (AR) Program 

 

This program is a computer-based comprehension program, which supplements our basic reading program in 
the lower school.  Students are given the S. T. A. R. (Standardized Test for the Assessment of Reading) test 
on the computer at the beginning of the school year to find their reading level and again at the end of the year 
to assess their progress.  Staying within their reading range, students choose books to read from the 
Accelerated Reader list.  Upon completion of a book, a short comprehension assessment is taken on the 
computer.  A reading grade is taken each nine weeks based on student progress in this program. 
 
Reading during the summer is encouraged but summer testing is not available. Students entering grades 2-5 
are encouraged to read three books of their choice. The last book read must be on the AR Book List.  
Students are required to take the computer test on this AR book upon returning to school in August. 
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Spanish Curriculum 

 
Elementary students K4 through 4th grade have Spanish once a week for 30 minutes.  Fifth graders have two 
lessons of 30 minutes per week.  Our goal is to instill an enthusiasm for, and abilities in, communicating and 
comprehending the Spanish language and culture.  Lessons are compiled from a variety of sources, a major 
one being the McGraw-Hill texts, Teach Them Spanish! 
 
Students spend the majority of most lessons developing verbal skills—conversations, vocabulary, correct 
pronunciation, and oral responses to the teacher or other students.  They participate in a variety of learning 
activities designed to keep their interest, to incorporate the different learning styles of each child, and to 
motivate them to succeed in their quest to learn this beautiful Romance language.  Some of these activities 
include thought-provoking games (verbal, written, and kinesthetic); singing (both folk and popular songs); 
videos (cartoons and reality); computer games (to reinforce or instruct); and puppets and stuffed animals (to 
introduce conversation). 
 
At the lesson’s end, students receive a written version of that day’s work as reinforcement.  Selected written 
activities from each topic/unit are collected and bound, so that, in May, each child may carry home a 
reflection of his/her year in Spanish in the form of a Spanish booklet.  At various times, vocabulary lists may 
be sent home so that parents who wish can participate in helping their children to retain the words or ideas 
learned. 
 
At the K-4 and K-5 level, the Total Physical Response (TRP) method is used in the acquisition of 
vocabulary, short sentences, and basic questions and answers.  Culture is introduced through picture books, 
holidays, sports, music, and dance. 
 
In the 1st and 2nd grades, vocabulary is broadened, and then enhanced with some grammar concepts.  More 
questions are introduced, conversation and pronunciation are practiced, and interaction through vocabulary 
games is frequent.  TPR is used to strengthen retention.  Children learn to express needs, wants, 
likes/dislikes; to order food; and to ask prices/directions. 
 
At the 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade levels, a more extensive vocabulary is presented; phrasing is introduced; and 
students begin to individually construct sentences, create conversations, and express feelings, need, 
likes/dislikes.  Students are encouraged to use their Spanish-speaking skills in realistic situations.  Fifth 
graders end the year with a fiesta and a comprehensive exam, from which award winners are determined. 



Rev. 8/16 
 

 

64 

 
The vocabulary units covered include these topics:  numbers, colors, farm and zoo animals, sports, food and 
drink, clothing, places, nature, calendar and dates, school items, descriptive adjectives, and people in the 
community.  Grammar skills are developed according to each grade’s ability level.  Various holidays and 
unique cultural topics are introduced periodically.  Students learn that there are often many ways to express 
the same idea in Spanish, depending on the area of the Hispanic world!  
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Computer Learning Lab Curriculum 
 

At Deerfield-Windsor Lower School learning to use technology is integrated into all classrooms and the 
curriculum in all grades.  Because technology is integrated into the curriculum, the Learning Lab serves as 
an equipment and software resource not available in every classroom.  The curriculum outline is not limited 
to the Learning Lab.  Skills learned and enhanced through the Learning Lab are applicable across all areas of 
the curriculum. 
 
The computer is a tool.  The focus at Deerfield-Windsor Lower School is for our students to recognize and 
learn how to appropriately use this tool in today’s environment.  The following outline shows the general 
areas of our curriculum.  More specifics by grade level are found earlier in this handbook. 
 
I.  Curriculum Outline 

 A.  Basic Skills 

  1.  Major components of computer system 
  2.  Proper use and care of equipment 
  3.  Ability to manipulate mouse 
  4.  Ability to power up and power down a system 
  5.  Keyboarding and keyboard shortcuts 
  6.  Correct terms and basic use of the operating system 
 
 B.  Society, Ethical and Human Issues 
  1.  Computer related occupations 
  2.  Copyright laws 
  3.  Privacy implications with computers 
  4.  Cyber crime in society 
 
 C.  Learning Tool 
  1.  Interact with instructional software packages 
   a.  Math Concepts and Skills 
    1)  Continuing in K-2 
    2)  Implementing in 3-5 
   b.  Type to Learn, Jr. and Type to Learn 3 
   c.  Microsoft WORD  
   d.  Microsoft POWERPOINT 
   e.  Microsoft PUBLISHER  
   f.  U. S. States and Capitals 
    
 D.  Communication Tool  

  1.  Word Processing 
  2.  Multimedia Presentation 
  3.  Desktop Publishing 
 
 G.  Research Tool 
  1.  Internet 
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Physical Education Program 

 

Through participation in the Deerfield-Windsor Lower School physical education program, a student will 
maximize their potential in reaching an enriched and abundant life.  Our four major goals in physical 
education at the Lower School are: 
 1.  Develop and maintain individual basic motor skills 
 2.  Develop and maintain positive self-image 
 3.  Develop and maintain appropriate sport social skills 
 4.  Introduce and develop team sport concept 
 
There will be a planned program for students (grades 1-5), leading them toward our four goals.  A variety of 
activities will be implemented during the course of a student’s physical education program. 
 
The activities used during our physical education classes will promote our four goals in physical education.  
The first goal, involving an individual’s basic motor skills, will be promoted through activities that place 
emphasis on:  1)  movement and body mechanics; 2)  ball mechanics; and 3) skill in manipulating objects. 
 
The second goal, involving positive self-image, will be promoted through activities that place emphasis on:  
1) variety of activities; 2) activities involving low skill level; and 3) students in leadership. 
 
The third goal, involving appropriate sport social skills, will be promoted through activities that place 
emphasis on:  1) skill activity in groups; 2) movement exploration in pairs. 
 
The fourth goal, involving team sport concept, will be promoted through activities that place emphasis on:  
1) simple games/low skill level, for grades 1-3; 2) sport games/athletic skills and lead up games, for grades 
4-5. 
 
Physical education classes at Deerfield-Windsor Lower School will vary depending upon the grade level of 
the student.  Students in grades one through three will meet twice each week.  Students in grades four and 
five will meet three periods each week.  Each class is held for a thirty-minute period.  Daily lesson plans 
include:  1) Fitness activity (5 minutes); 2) Lead up activity (5 minutes); 3) Core activity (15 minutes); and 
4) Closing activity (5 minutes). 
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Learning Support Center 

 
Purpose: 

To locate and accommodate children vulnerable to failure before failure has occurred.  To identify those 
students who have specific needs by educational testing and to address those needs in the Learning Support 
Center.  To assist teachers in addressing the specific needs as recommended by evaluating testing results.  
 
Rationale: 

Deerfield-Windsor school has a Learning Support Center (LSC) – consistent with research by neurologists, 
educators, and other professionals – to reflect awareness of differences in children’s learning styles as they 
pursue the school’s rigorous college preparatory curriculum. 
 
K-5 Program: 

Search and Teach is a program designed to help identify K-5 students who have developmental gaps.  The 
program is a prescriptive approach designed to prevent problems by building neuropsychological skills 
necessary for progress in reading, writing and spelling.  Vulnerable children have for various reasons failed 
to develop those skills basic to school learning, but it has been found that vulnerable children can learn these 
skills through an organized sequence of experiences.  
 
 1. The Search instrument will be administered at the beginning of the K-5 school year by the LSC 

Director.  This will be an in-house evaluation.  Each parent can get results by a visit to the LSC. 
 2. Evaluation of this instrument will determine the need for the use of the Teach materials.  The LSC 

Director will notify parents of those children who are vulnerable to failure.   
 3.  The K-5 child who is identified with a need (if the parent wishes) will come to the Learning Support 

Center twice weekly for thirty minutes for instruction.  (Cost is $15 per session.) 
 
Grades 1-5: 
The parent of each child that has been identified with a learning disability will be notified of the availability 
of services in the Learning Support Center.  For recommended students, the LSC will set up testing with 
Dougherty County or assist with arrangements with an outside testing agency.  Parents who are interested 
should visit the LSC and get additional information on the Comprehensive Program. 
 
An academic tutorial program is also available for any DWS lower school student (K4-5) who needs subject 
specific assistance due to academic difficulties.  This program does not require that students be tested in 
order to qualify. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


